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SEPTEMBER 2-5 

ASA National Women's 
Class C Softball Tournament 


SEPTEMBER 21 

Longhorn Auction 

SEPTEMBER 23-25 

International Festival 

OCTOBER 4-9 

American War Mothers 
National Convention 


Lawton Fort SOI provides world 
class entertainment in a setting 
that makes you feel at home. 

For a complete listing of events, 
maps and brochures come visit 

www.lawtonfortsillchamber.com 


Lawton 
___*_ 

Fort Sill 


OCTOBER 26 

Buffalo Auction 
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Festivals 
For Fall! 
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From left: High school footboll 
stars Jermaine Gresham of 
Ardmore and Sam Bradford and 
Gerald 'GK' McCoy of Oklahoma 
City are Oklahoma's top recruits. 
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TWO FOR THE ROAD 
Subscribers received the 
Neosho/Grand River cover,, 
photographed by Kim Baker; 
newsstand readers, the Lower 
Mountain Fork River cover, 
photographed by Chad Love. 

FEATURES 

28 

Riverkeepers 

Rivers-—they're the fabric of 1 
myth, some would even say 
the stuff of life itself Ihese 
eight insiders—each with 
specialized expertise—ponder 
the significance of Oklahoma 
rivers against a backdrop of 
lush images. 

Photography by Kim Baker 




34 


36 


An ltd I ion Affair 

Years ago, a meandering road 
transplanted Brian Giuseppe 
DiCintio to Oklahoma from 
his native New York. Several 
family recipes later, Giuseppes 
Italian Dining is flourishing in 
the charming town of Marlow, 
By Kimberly Mauck 
Photography by John Jentigan 


44 


Who Believes in Bigfaot? 

Something gargantuan and 
fragrant lurks in Oklahoma's 
remote hills and dales. Is it, as 
some locals suggest, Bigfoot, 

< >r so m ct hin g a t ad I ess si m i an r 
One reporter delves into the 
I ingcririg—and legendary—- 
mystery. 

By Chad Love 


No Guts, No Glory 

Around here, we care about the 
pigskin. How will thesc h igh 
school recruits—athletes since 
childhc k )d—ha ndle the p rcs.su re 
of being the chosen ones, 
seemingly fated for top colleges 
and seven-figure pro contracts? 
By Sco tt Wigton 
Portrait by Scott Raffi 
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Eveiybody pol ka to ()Id 
Germanys Oktoberfest in 
Choctaw September 8-10; 
quench sweet cravings at 
Adas C "harmed by Chocolate 
Festival October 15 

Ma rketp lace 14 

Annabelfe Van luyl’s recon¬ 
structed tees and too-cute 
girls dresses will make your 
inner Okie burn with state 
pride. 


The Range 17 

Rodney Carrington cuts up: 
catmaSi cannas, everywhere 
at Horn Canna Farm; and 
pu m pkj n pa tch cs apI en cy 

OKT Kids 53 

1S I be early bird gets the 
worm” applies to college 
planning, too. Here's how to 
get chat party started. 


Getaway Guide 55 

What do Desperate Housewives 
and Bella II Fiore cosmetics 
have in common? Oklahoma, 
of course. 

Events Guide 59 

'Tts the season for an art show 
at Tulsa’s Utica Square. 

The End .64 

Toby Keiths Bricktown road¬ 
house opens to much fan fare. 
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A magazine is only as good as its reader¬ 
ship, and, in many cases, the key to 
cxpandi ng that audience is a strong 
newsstand presence. Steve Stephenson, 
owner of Steves Sundry Books and Maga¬ 
zines in Tulsa, is a retailer who understands 
this. His business, started in November 
1 l H7, was the first to directly order and 
sell Oklahoma Today nearly fifty years ago. 
u Oklahoma Today is by far the best magazine 
for us in Oklahoma," says Stephenson, 
And be knows the business—his store sells 
more than 3,500 publications, the largest 
selection in Tulsa. The eighty-seven-year- 
old, who now co-owns the bookstore with 
his daughter-in-law, is a National Senior 
Olympic tennis player. He is married to 
Hazel, his wife of sixty-five years. 




G etting published regularly in Okla¬ 
homa Today has been the realization 
of a goal 1 set long ago for myself" 
says landscape photographer Kim Baker of 
Meeker, w ho often four-wheels ro locations. 
“And 1 appreciate the opportunity to show 
niy work on a subject dear to my heart, our 
rivers," Baker spent three years document¬ 
ing every major river in the state, several ol 
which appear in her “Riverkeepers portfolio 
(page 28). An exhibit of Bakers photographs 
will be on display at JRB Art at the Elms in 
Oklahoma City from October 7 through 
30, Baker enjoys camping and horseback 
riding and lives with her husband (off, two 
horses, three dogs, and one ait. 


Tl 1 could make it my job to travel and 
I report on the various things t encoun- 
I w r ould be the happiest person 
on earth," says Oklahoma Today editorial 
assistant Megan Rossman. “There is no 
travel assignment I would turn down/ A 
journalism senior at UCO—“unless I've 
madea grave error in planning, I will gradu¬ 
ate this coming May," she says—Rossman 
was born and raised in Seattle and came to 
Oklahoma via a fifty-four-hour Greyhound 
bus trip, “When we departed Denver, 1 gut 
a whole row to myself for about two hours, 
the only time I slept" she says. The travel 
bug notwithstanding, “My ultimate goal is 
ro he well-traveled enough that 1 can settle 
in one place and not feci like 1 Ve missed out 
on something," Rossman says. 
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At the First National Center 


Dear Oklahoma Today Reader, ~ 

WeVe moved! The editorial and 
publishing offices of Oklahoma Today 
are now located on the sixth floor of 
the historic First National Center in 
downtown Oklahoma Cicy. 

The thirty'three-story art deco 
building, designed by Chicago 
architectural firm Weary and Alford, 
was built in 1931 to house die First 
National Bank and Trust Company 
of Oklahoma City. Today, it is home 
to several businesses* restaurants, legal 
firms, and retailers. 

Oklahoma Today, the Oklahoma 
experts, will continue to provide you 
with the best magazine coverage in 
all the areas that interest you; scenic 
photography, personality profiles* 
history* culture*3esti nations, events, 
and Oklahoma produers. 

As always* please contact us if you 
have questions about the magazine or 
your subscription. And thank you for 
your continued support as we look 
toward the future and our fiftieth 
anniversary in 2006- 

The Oklahoma Today Stall 


PHYSICAL ADDRESS 

Oklahoma Today 

120 North Robinson, Suite 600 

Oklahoma City, OK 73102 


MAILING ADDRESS 

Oklahoma Today 
Post Office Box 1468 
Oklahoma City, OK 73103 


Toll Free: (800) 777-1793 
Local: (405) 230-8450 
Fax: (405) 230-8650 
www.oklalioniatoclav.com 














































E D ITO R ' S LETTE R 


r 'To the red country and part of the gray country of Oklahoma, 
the Iasi rains came gently, and they did not cui the scarred earth," 

— the first line of John Steinbeck's The Gropes of Wrath 


Term of Heart J 


I T WAS AT MY FIRST REAL, PAID 
writing job that I learned a few 
things about style. All printed 
matter should have guidelines, con¬ 
sistency, and, above all, standards. 
Newspaper reporting should be clear, free 
of a heavy-handed llourish, and devoid of 
opinion in its reporting. Magazine writing, 

I later learned, should be seamless, elegant, 
satiating, at times "punchy” (a word vastly 
overused by more than one New York 
magazine editor), and more lasting in its 
impression than newspaper writing. 

During that very first week, while writing 
one of my first newspaper features, 1 called 
out to Jerry Pittman, the managing editor 


Kathryn Jett, 
a Guymon 
native, in an 
Annabelle 
Van Tuyl T- 
shirt 



V 

% 



of the Enid News & Eagle, “What 
do we call Enid people? Enid- 
ians?” He responded flatly, 

“Enid residents.” 

It was a small matter, hut 
one that has stuck with me, as it proved in 
its simplicity that certain embellishments 
in writing only serve to call attention to 
themselves. Its the subtle difference between 
watching an actor act and being immersed 
in a great theatrical production. 

The same could be said of Oklahoma 
Todays use of Okie and Oklahoman . As 
editor, I’ve always shied away from the 
frequent use of Okie (and Sooner) for two 
reasons. Namely, the Pittman rule, that it 
unnecessarily calls attention to itself and 
lessens the effortlessness of the writing 
and, thus, the reading. And, two, because 
of all the implications the term brings to 
the piece, good and bad, perceived and 
real, historic and contemporary. Frankly, 
to throw in an occasional Okie or Sooner 
unconsciously draws the reader away from 
the story at hand. 

That said, as I grow older and more un¬ 
derstanding of this universally recognized 
label, I have begun to claim my Okie- 
doin with growing enthusiasm. Over 
the years, a group of people, entirely 
unhanded, have usurped the word 
from its Dust Bowl origins—with 
its connotation of the poor, the 
unmoored, the starving, the dirty, 
and the desperate—and have made 
it mean something more beautiful. 
Ok i es tod ay are co m mitt ed, to ugh, 
honorable, and hard-working, the 
backbone of the country. Okies are 
strong and full of character and hope. 

The actual term, of course, came into 
the national vernacular during the 1930s 
and 1940s when hundreds of thousands 
of South westerners—a great many from 
Oklahoma—Hooded into California on 
the heels of the Dust Bowl. John Steinbeck 


memorialized the term in his 
classic 1939 novel, 7 be Grapes 
of Wrath. 

Kurt Ho die nailer is an English pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Central Okla¬ 
homa. Hes a blogger, coo, and his website, 
OkieFunk.com, is a political observatory 
filled with his thoughts and comments on 
matters large and small. 1 recently asked 
Hochertauer about the name of his website 
and its contemporary connotation. 

“Today, the term Okie means heroic and 
strong and moral and tenacious,” he told me. 
“The displaced Okies survived, persevered, 
and created better lives for themselves here 
and in other states.” 

Like Norman artist and fashionista An¬ 
nabels Van Tuyl, whose new clothing line 
celebrates the Okie within, Hochenauer 
embraces these roots. 

“The word has changed, in my mind, 
from slander to positive self-identification,” 
he says. "It carries with it a certain stub¬ 
born pride and a sense of self-awareness. 
It implies a deep attachment to the land 
and to family.” 

Many old-school Oklahomans still try to 
shake free of the Okie stereotype, people 
whose memories of the Dust Bowl are still 
fresh, folks who recall the fallacies of Stein¬ 
beck’s hook (for exam pie, the comparatively 
lush Sallisaw area in eastern Oklahoma—far 
from the affected Panhandle—was the Dust 
Bowl epicenter of his classic novel). 

It’s doubtful that Oklahoma Today vh\\ ever 
include the term Okie in its style guide, but 
we will continue to use the term on those 
occasions when a punchy story could benefit 
from the spritely word. Still, omission is 
only in the interest of good writing, never 
because we lack a pride and fondness for 
all that Okie stands for. 
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mccune@oklahomatoday.com 
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• Broken Bow Lake 

• Fine Creek Lake 

• Mountain Fork River 
•The Glover River 

• Bird Watching Paradise at 

jpK£pGE& f ^ - 

Red Slough Wetland Reserve 




WWW.McCuRTAIMCOUMTvGETAWAyS.COM 



OR call 1-800-52-TREES. 


















Who! o greal ihirLy years it's been. r — Eskimo Joe's owner Stan Clark in the Stillwater NewsPress, July 17, 2005 
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Early to Joe's, Late to Class 

What a blast from the past! I really en¬ 
joyed your story about Eskimo Joes and Stan 
Clark ("The Eskimo &L the Entrepreneur" 
July/August 2005). As one of Joe’s earliest 
customers, f can verily that Stan and the 
gang had the same attitude back in 1975. 

I missed more than one 7:30 ami, class 
due to Still waters jumpin' Little Juke Joint. 
In that first summer, we went to Joes not 
only for the cold beverages but because it 
had the best air conditioning and stereo 
system in town, 

in the picture on page 48, chats me on 
the bottom right-hand side kneeling be¬ 
hind the motorcycle, next to my friend and 
Joes bartender Nancy Fashik. 

Ronnie Hughes 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Thanks lor the great article and the blast 
from the past, 

Stan Bradford 

SPRING, TEXAS 

According to Stan Clark , the photograph 
was taken during the fitll of 1975. We regr et 
the error. 

Busy Comer 

Many of y our readers wiII attest that 
Eskimo Joes didn't have a "corner” on 
the hospitality and good food market. 
Before Joes, that very corner of the alley 
was occupied by Williams Dining Room, 
Family style on the vegetables, a mark on 
the bottom of some of the plates tor a free 
meal, some of the best dinner rolls passed 
fresh from the oven, and a little downtown 
interest in the customers were what the 
W i 11 i ams were a 11 ab o u t. M ay th at co rn er’s 
wonders continue. 

Phil Boyd Jr 
CHANDLER 


Oklahoma Today is one of the best-written, 
intensely informative, and intellectually 
stimulating pieces \ have ever read on this 
subject—or any orher subject, for that mat¬ 
ter Thank you. 

Lee Gossel 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


F e e d B a 
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Stan on Stan 

My friend and coworker Ronnie Hughes 
passed the July/August 2005 edition of your 
magazine to me rhis morning. It filled me 
with fond memories of Eskimo joe’s when 
k first opened and what we call the original 
crew (Ronnie, Nancy, Shannon, Sally, Patti, 
Harry, Dottie, Darci, Sleuth, and many oth¬ 
ers). 1 remember that back then, Stan usually 
served me beer himself, always wearing that 
floppy hat. Wc had kind of a joke that went 
like this: "Hey, Stan." u Hey, Stan." "Beer, 
Stan?" "Yeah, beer, Scan," 

Stans persona is definitely what made it 
all happen. He was always nice and posi¬ 
tive. Some of us were even welcome in his 
home now and then. The coldest beer and 
the best sound system in town didn’t hurt 
anything, either. 

When Eskimo Joe’s expanded from the 
original downstairs area to the upstairs, i 
knew the place was on its way. Almost all 
bars eventually fade away. It is really special 
that this one went the other way. 

I am the long-haired kid in the center of 
the door with a beer in one hand and my 
arm on the blond s shoulder. This photo 
was actually taken in May 1975 or 1976. 


mm * pmiMooit s hew caiipen; , tw eA vcntin he mms 


Oklahoma 



Glory Be to the Writer 

The article “Winged Glory” by Chad 
Love in the July/August 2005 edition of 


Ain’t No Sunshine 

Let me begin by thanking you for making 
Oklahoma Today something worth reading 
every other month. 1 grew up in Oklahoma 
City, and after graduating from Oklahoma 
State University, I moved to New England in 
the early 1990s. Among my Christmas gifts 
from my parents in 1991 was a subscription 
to Oklahoma Today. 

Over the past few years, die Editors Let¬ 
ter has been the first thing l turn to. 1 find it 
insightful, sophisticated, and personal. 

In this last column ("One Cool Car," 
July/August 2005), I was surprised to find 
the reference to Richard Florida's book 
Vie Rise of the Creative Class as an "urban 
planners bible.” Despite his popularity 
among city officials’—particularly among 
mayors, it seems; the mayor of Worcester, 
where I live, publicly referenced Florida's 
book when it came out—he has been 
widely debated among academics. 

Politicians and bureaucrats like him 
because he provides easy answers. Un¬ 
fortunately, not everywhere can become 
a Silicon Valley; Austin, Texas; or Cam¬ 
bridge, Massachusetts. 
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Like the thunderstorms of April and 
May. businesses will come and go. Florida 
is suggesting that the high-tech model for 
economic development is applicable every¬ 
where. Its not. 

Economic development theories and 
fixes are as cyclical as the economy itself. 
Perhaps a place to start is not with Florida’s 
model for economic growth but those 
core issues you mentioned: tolerance, the 
environment, and quality of life. And, may 
l add, these should he applied to everyone 
regardless of social class, race, or gender. 
Economic development is not always about 


looking for what s “out there" but what as¬ 
sets are thereon the inside. 

Rob Krueger, PhD 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF GEOGRAPHY 
WORCESTER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 

Ferrisimo! 

Thank you for the article featuring the 
Phi [brook Museum of Art gardens {“Being 
There/' July/August 2005). 1 enjoyed read¬ 
ing the story and seeing the great pictures 
of our gardens. On behalf of the board 
of trustees and the staff, 1 appreciate the 
opportunity you provided for us to share 
the Philbrook gardens with the Oklahoma 
Today audience. 

Brian J, Ferriso, Executive Director 
PHILBROOK MUSEUM OF ART 
TULSA 

Big Thanks From Big Mac 

Thank you very much for your great 
article about my dog wash program, Macs 
Dog Wash, I especially liked the tide “Rub- 
a-Dub-Dog" (July/August 2005). You did 
a great job. 

Barney U, "Mac" Brown 
OKLAHOMA CITY 

Bad Weather 

I would like to express my displeasure with 
the cover and contents of the May/June 2005 
Weather issue. 

In our efforts to bring jobs to Oklahoma, 
wc have many obstacles to overcome, with¬ 


out the self-inflicted wound of advertising 
tornadoes. Most parts of the United States 
have their own natural disasters, but few are 
so proud of them as your magazine appears 
to be. Hopefully, you will continue to pro¬ 
mote the many positive aspects of our great 
state as you have in past issues, and this was 
a lapse in judgment on your pan. 

Sanders Mitchell, Administrator 
Ml DAME RICA INDUSTRIAL PARK 
PRYOR 

I send Oklahoma Today to companies that 
have potential to invest in new facilities and 
bring new, higher-paying jobs to Oklahoma. 
One question 1 constantly face in selling 
Oklahoma to corporate America relates to 
tornadoes. While I try to downplay this nega¬ 
tive, Oklahoma Today chooses to advertise it. 

We have more than enough issues that 
make the selling of Oklahoma difficult. I 'm 
disappointed that you are undermining our 
efforts and providing negative material for 
the states with whom we compete for capital 
i 11 ves t men [dollars. 

Wes Sfucky, President 
ARDMORE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

OJt/crhomo Today welcomes the views of 
readers. Letters ore subject to editing and 
must include name, address, and a daytime 
phone number. Send letters to: Oklahoma 
Today, Attn: Editor, 120 North Robinson, 
Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 73102, or 
fax to (405) 230-8650. Address electronic 
mail to letters@okbhomatoday com. 


WHERE ARE YOU? 

AN OKLAHOMA TODAY CONTEST 

This 1,526-bn military hero overlooks the Arkansas River but is 
stationed in Muskogee, Commissioned on August 21, 1943, this 
vessel participated in seven war patrols, and LLS. military records 
indicate that she sunk fifteen ships. The state of Oklahoma acquired 
the ship in 1971 as a war memorial, but the process of docking it on 
Oklahoma soil required crossing some rough financial waters. Can 
you name this submarine and the pork where it is located? 

Mail entries to Okfahoma Today , "Where Are You?", 120 
North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 73102, or send 
responses to editorial@oklahomatoday.com. Include your name 
and town. Entries must be received by September 10, 2005, 
Three winners drawn from correct entries will receive an Okla¬ 
homa Today T-shirt. The Oklahoma State Firefighters Museum in 
Oklahoma City was the July/August 2005 "Where Are You?" 
answer The winners are Jani Hays of Collierville, Tennessee; Judy 
Johnson of Edmond; and Ronald G. Knox of Norman. 
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History and charm combine with the 

MOUNTAIN AIR TO PRODUCE AN 
APEIRODISIAC. Not THAT YOU’LL NEED IT. 



The transformation begins as soon as you step <aut of 
the air. Suddenly, you’re a couple of love-struck 
teenagers, again* Strolling hand in hand down 
winding streets. Discovering a new artist as you 
explore studios and galleries together. Enjoying live 
shows* Recapping the day’s adventures over dinner 
All before even thinking about returning to your 
quaint Bed & Breakfast, Hidden away in the hills of 
the Ozarks, this charming Victorian mountain village 
is just a short drive away. Come see for yourself. For a 
free visitor guide, call 1-866-WISH EUREKA or visit 
EUREKASPRINGS.ORG, 

Eyjpeka 

ti^pinqs 

Arkansas^ 

ww w. e u re kas prings.org 




BLUES. JOANN MCMILLAN: FKlLHAHMONC. JOSEPH WILLS. CIRCUS. SCOTT RAFFF: SCOTTISH. EMMETT LQLU5 JR . STATU? JUUE BOHANNON, ROSES lAQLMTA WYTCN 


High school football is a loi more imporlanl than ihe Dallas Cowboys. ' 

— Rush Springs High School football coach Joe Tunnel) in the Dally Oklahoman, November 18, ] 99 4 


SeptemberTeams 


By Diana Crowson 



SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY WEHMFSDAY THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


Gel ready for fun 

at the Payne 
County Fair 

at Stillwater's ^ 
Expo Center. A 

carnival, powwow, 
and lots of booths 
make for a great 
time S a m, Through 
September 3. 


Medicine Poik is 
being held up 
by the Seth 
Wright Gang, 
low-down,, good- 
for-nothing varmints, 
in the hysterical 
Old Western 
Shootout 
Noon 


25 

Indulge at Copper 
Restaurant + Bor's 
Sunday Cham¬ 
pagne Brunch 

in Bartlesville. Start 
off with a glass of 
bubbly fallowed by 
a four-course meal 
$21 95 11 o,m.-2 

p.m. 


It's the Iasi day 
of the Dusk 'HI 
Dawn Blues Fes* 
tival oi Ihe Down 
Home Blues Club in 
Rentierville, home 
of Oklahoma blues 
man D.C. Minner. 
Tonight's concert, 

5 p.m, 

n 

Let ihe fading sang 
of summer serenade 
you a! the Sum¬ 
mer Breeze con* 
cert at Lions Park in 
Norman To night's 
show features 
Nashville fovarite 
Todd Snider. Free, 

7 p.m. 


18 ► 

River West Festival 
Park ir> Tuba hosts 

the Oklahoma 
Scottish Gomes 
and Gather¬ 
ing o weekend of 
athletic competition, 
dancing, food, 
music, and Scottish 
ale. 9 o.m. 


Feeling artsy? Head 
to ihe Iasi day of 
Arts Festival 
Oklahoma a bur- 
day fete filled wilh vi¬ 
sual arls, music, and 
children's activities 
at Oklahoma City 
Community College, 
10 am,-5 p.m. 


12 

Have on adventure 
at the newly refur¬ 
bished Arbuckle 
Wilderness in 

Davis, where wild 
animals roam and 
giraffes sometimes 
stick their heads 
in car windows. 9 
a.m.-7 p.m. 


For a taste of the 
outdoors, take the 
family to Beavers 
Bend Resort 
Park near Broken 
Bow. Horseback 
riding, water sports* 
and 16 miles of hik¬ 
ing trails await. 


26 

At the Jos mine 
Moran Children's 
Museum m Semi¬ 
nole, visitors can 
test-drive careers as 
doctors, firefighters, 
judges, or whatever 
their hear Is desire, 

10 a.m-5 p.m 


20 

Jazz up your 
evening with music 
and art. Tonight, 
Tommy Crook and 
Kaihy Wolfe play al 
the Gilcrease Mu¬ 
seum of Tulsa's Jazz 
Night Coneerl at 
5:30; galleries open 
until 8 p.m. 


27 

See how Cherokee 
people Jived before 
European contact 

at Ihe Tso La Gi 
Ancient Village 

al the Cherokee 
Heritage Center 
in Fahlequah. 

10 a.m, 


Plan a day trip So 
C lore more to the 
Belvidere Man¬ 
sion. a Victorian 
home wilh Italian 
tile, marble, and a 
ballroom, Free tours 
between 10 a.m. 
and A p.m, Monday 
ihrough Saturday 

14 

The United States 
Holocaust Me¬ 
morial Museum 
traveling exhibit 

opens at Untitled 
ArtSpace in Okla¬ 
homa City. IT a.m.- 
4 p.m. Through 
October 23 


21 

Celebrate Ihe an¬ 
nual white pelican 
migration al Ihe Salt 
Plains National 
Wildlife Refuge in 
Jet. Between 40,000 
and 50,000 birds 
will be stopping here 
on their way to the 
Texas coasl, 


8 

Friends will say dan- 
ke if you take ihem 

to Old Germany 
Restaurant Okto- 
berfest in Chocluw 
Far schnilzel, strudel, 
and Jive German 
music. 5-1 1 30 p.m 
Through Saturday 


15 

Lights! Camera 1 
Action I It's she Iasi 
day to submil your 
original film so the 

Blue November 
MicroFilmFest 
STAGE HI in Tulsa 
Questions? Email 
captpi n@blue-no- 
vember.com 


22 

Elwood R Dowd's 
best Friend is a 
six-foot invisible 
rabbit. See the role 
Jimmy Stewart 
made famous as 
the Tufsa Performing 
Arts Center presents 
Harvey 8 p.m. 
Through Sunday. 

◄ 29 

Learn about Chick- 
ashas history at 
ihe Historic Rose 
Hill Cemetery 
Tour, where period 
characters tell stories 
and provide o snap 
shoi of Chickasha's 
beginnings. 7 p m 
Through October 1, 


Head to Vinila 
for Big Country 
Weekend ?, music, 
gomes, and carni 
vah Slick around for 
tomorrow's calf fry 
competition, said lo 
be the world's larg¬ 
est. 9 a.m. Through 
tomorrow, 


Catch Ofc/ahoma 
Today contributor 
Scott Ruffe's 
Circus Flora im¬ 
ages at Sisneros 
Fine Arl in Tulsa. The 
Missouri circus has 
long been a favorite 
subject for RaFfe 
Through October 1. 


30 ► 

Al ihe Tulsa Munici¬ 
pal Rase Garden s 
An Evening of 
Wine and Roses 

sample wines, hors 
d'oeuvres, and 
desserts from Tulsa 
restaurants amid 
frag ran I roses. 

7:30 p.m. 


Celebrate Classical 
Music Momh with 
the Oklahoma Gly 
Philharmonic at 
Gaia Opening 
Night where notes 
of Beethoven and 
Chopin will fill ihe 
Civic Center Music 
Hall. 8 p.m 


Witness the Jargesl 
Civil War engage¬ 
ment in Indian Terri¬ 
tory as a thousand 
reenactors depict 
ihe Battle of 
Honey Springs 
al Honey Springs 
Battlefield northeasl 
of Checotah 9 a.m 
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THE ANTIDOTE FOR 9 TO 5 CAN 
BE FOUND AT YOUR LOCAL GUN SHOP. 



HENRY 

Mate m Amenta and Priced Rigid 


The cure for the pressures of modern life is wailing for 
you at your local gunshop, Henry's are beautifully styled, 
perform flawlessly, bear the great historical name of 
Henry and are affordably priced. They have the almost 
magical power to bring out the West in you. 

livery part in a Henry is made in America. Every rifle 
is engineered with features competitors charge twice the 
price for. Our corporate motto, “Made in America and 
priced right" are the words our employees live by We are 
a family owned business and we stand behind every rifle 
that leaves our plant* Our customer service is second to 
none, and we will do everything to insure your complete 
satisfaction. 

Order our free color catalog featuring our entire line of 
Henry lever, bolt-action and semi-auto rifles by calling, 
writing or visiting 
our website. 


Hi m. 


Henry Repeating Arms Company 

110 8th St, Brooklyn. New York 11215 

Tel: (718) 499-5600 • Fax: (718) 768-8056 • www.henry-guns.com 


State 


Oklahoma Today 


Henry Ac u-Bo It 22 LR I 22 Mag / .17 HMR 
(4x scope included) 


Henry Golden Boy .22 LR /.22 Mag / .17 HMR 


Order your FREE Henry color catalog at 
www.henry-guns.com or mail the coupon 


HENRY REPEATING ARMS CO. 
110 8 11 Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11215 























































GOLF, OKLAHOMA T0UHEWKBJ CLARK, PORCUPINE DAVID MAPU 


-BJ. 


'‘When we goi ii on 

Nabors on his record-seLHng catfish, 


the bonk, all I could do was $H and stare. ' 1 

in espnoutdoors.com, November 23, 2004 


OctoberScreams 


By Megan Rossman 



■mu 


You don't need a 
golden ticket. Actors 
and puppets pair 
up for the last day 

of Roatd Baht's 
Witty Wonka at 

the Tulsa Performing 
Arts Center. Today; 

1 1 a m, and 1 p.m. 


Do brunch oi the 
Seay Man¬ 
sion Society 
Luncheon al the 

Kingfisher County 
Fairgrounds, 
which includes O 
Victorian ballroom 
dancing demon slra- 
Hon, 10:30 a m. 


You'll know the call 
of the wild aFter 
the Bug ting Etk 
Tour at the Wichita 
Mountains National 
Wildlife Refuge 
near Lawton, 5:30 
p.m, Through 
October 13. 


Today only, Oklo- 
homa City's Myriad 
Botanical Gardens 
offers free admis¬ 
sion to Orchid 
Infatuation a 
month-long display 
of thousands of the 
striking blooms. 9 
o .m -6 p.m. 


March to the beat 
of a different drum 
at the Percussive 
Arts Society Mu 
seum in Lawton. 
From xylophones 
la snare drums, 
they've got them 
here. 9 a.m,-5 p.m. 


Schedule a lee 
lime ond head out 
lo the green on 
Notional GolF Day. 
Surrounded by 
hills and canyons, 
Roman Nose 
Golf Course in 
Wa tonga is a great 
spot to lake a swing 


Folk music lovers 
will find good 
reasons lo celebrate 
on the Final day 
of the Master 
Works Sawdust 
Dulcimer Festi¬ 
val in Bennington, 

9 am,-4:30 p.m. 


Ladies and gents, 
save tomorrow 
night for the Girlie 
Show packed 
with art and design 
creations from some 
talented chicks. 8 
p.m. al the Okla¬ 
homa Cily Public 
Former's Market 


In honor of Nation¬ 
al Wildlife Refuge 
Week, check out 
the porcupines 

at the Optima 
National Wild¬ 
life Refuge near 
Guymon—jusl don't 
get too dose. 


r Bring your sweel 
loath to Ada for 

the Charmed 
by Chocolate 
Festival Ten dol¬ 
lars gets you nine 
samples of contes¬ 
tants' homemade 
treats. Noon-2 p.m 


Need a reason lo 
visit the Oklahoma 
Aquarium in 

Jenks? The one 
lhat didn't gel 
oway, a whopping 
Oklahoma record 
p* 98-pound catfish, 
w is on display. 

10 a.m.*6 p.m. 


It s a Noble cause 
os Oklahoma's 
largest foundation 
celebrates its 60th 
anniversary. Today, 
the Noble Foun¬ 
dation invites the 
public to tour its 
Ardmore campus. 

5 p.m. 


Come fly with them. 
Fireworks, live 
music, food, and 
most importantly, 
hot-air balloons can 
o il be found on I he 
lost day of Poteau's 
Balloonfest al 
the Roberi $ Kerr 
Airport. 7 a m 


Beautiful fall foliage 
isn't just along the 
Talimena Drive, 

Try meandering 

through Red Rock 
Canyon State 
Park near Hinton 
or cruise around 
Ireedined Grand 
Lake for the day. 


Oodles of pedigreed 
poodles and other 
pooches compete 
through tomorrow 

at the Canadian 
Valley Kennel 
Club Dag Show 

at Shawnee's Heart 
of Oklahoma Expo 
Cenler. 9 a.m. 


If you wont to 
know whodunit, the 
Broken Arrow Com¬ 
munity Playhouse 
production of Get' 
ting Away With 
Murder provides 
the answer. Tonight, 
8 p m. Through 
October 30, 


Gear up for the 

Cos-Con Cos ploy 
Convention Dress 
up as □ Japanese 
animation character 
and head lo the Su¬ 
per 8 Motel in Tulsa 
Ear karaoke contests, 
an art auction, and 
more. Noon. 


Get a taste of 
Ho wail at the 
Firehouse Art Center. 
Tribal artist Derek 
Gta skin's pointings 
bring the flavor of 
Kauai to Norman, 
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Through Novenv 
ber 5. 


After turning bock 
the clock, relax 
with on eye pillow 
k from ihe Rowdy 
B Stick horse This 
I Covington ccm- 
■ pany aka c reales 
r bath and body 
treats, rowdystick- 
horse.com. 


The Storybook 
Forest at Arcadia 
Lake east of Edmond 
is a haunted house 
alternative, with 
candy-collecting 
ond hoyrides A 
among the fes- M 

tivities. Through 
Halloween 


Slop by the Okla¬ 
homa Blood In¬ 
stitute drive al the 
First Baptist Church 
in Elk City today. 
Leave a pint and 
become a proud 
donor like George 
Nigh. Noon-6 p.m. 


Find new bling at A 
Kaleidoscope of 
Gems at the Brick- 
town Events Center 
in Oklahoma City, 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. 


It's a week until 
Halloween, so pick 
g pumpkin at T-G- 
Farms in New¬ 
castle. $6 Through 
mid-November 


FR ID AY 


SATURDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


SUN DAY 


MO IN DAY 
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MARKETPLACE 


“I like being From this land " 

— Annabelle Van Tuyl 



OKE 


A Norman artist wears 
her feelings on her sleeve. 

By Andrea Lopez 
Photography by John Jernigan 


Lil' Okie 

Even toddlers can flaunt artist Annabelle 
Van Tuyls quirky Fashions with her line of 
Olde Baby gear. Outfit your young one 
in this sweet sundress that proudly boasts 
her allegiance. Hie designer uses a process 
of reverse applique that was in pan derived 
from mola—a native fabric made by 
Kuna Indians in Panama that incorporates 
designs cut through several layers. 


Sweet Embraceahle You 

This deconstructed T-shirt became an instant 
favorite when Van Tuyl crafted one for a friend 
who sported the threads around Norman. Part 
oF her Oklahoma-inspired line of custom-made 
creations, the Embrace Your Inner Okie shirt 
features Van Tuyls signature process of curring 
up a plain white T-shirt, dyeing it, and sewing 
the shirt back together with unusual seams, 
graphics, and layers. 


Rock This Town 

Taking cues From the "rock" 
in rose rock, this Funky, 
fash ion-forward design begs 
to be worn somewhere dark 
and loud. Van Tuyl pairs a 
sleeveless black tee with her 
red rose rock design to cre¬ 
ate a hip recreation of the 
n o tcwo r t h y O kl a h o m a 
crystal. Its the artist’s way of 
paying tribute to "beautiful, 
natural, and interesting things 
that are integral to being part 
of this state.' says Van Tuyl. 
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Runs With Scissor-Tails 

Instantly recognizable as Oklahoma's of¬ 
ficial bird, the scissor-tailed flycatcher 
makes appearances on a number of Van 
Tuyl designs. "You know what you're 
looking at, hut the design is interesting 
and has an abstract quality” says Van 
Tuyl of the scissor-tat! selections. Each 
hand-drawn design is actually sewn 
onto the inside of the shirt. 



Flower Child 

"The designs should he fun,” says Van 
Fuy). bright and hold, this adorable girl s 
number easily agrees with the artist’s 
si anda rd. Co mb i n i n g eye- catc h - 
ing purple with juicy shades of 
orange, the dress features Van 
Tuyls trademark stitch 
work along the collar 
and sleeves. A small 
Rower hud grows up from 
the bottom hem, not quite ready 
to bloom—a perfect match for your 
blossoming little one. 



Toney Hawk 

Exq uisite b i rd s a re 
hnmd (hroiighmii the 
Sooner State and on • 

many of Van Tuyls 
designs. Ibis \ ivitl red 
liver reminds i he art ist of H 
her childhood on a farm V 

in Porter, thirty-five miles V 

southeast of lulsa* After 1 

spying a red-tailed hawk in a 
field guide, Van Tuyl sketched a 
re pile a with o u ts t re tc h ed w i n gs 
that appears in silhouette on this 
design. "When I wear this shirt, 

! feel American and powerful in 
the most earthy kind of sense,” 


TUYL TIME 


Artist Annabelle Van Tuyl of Norman always 
thought she would end up o painter after 
graduating in December 2004 with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts In art history from OH Little did she 
know that her passion for fashion would have 
her toiling away at a sewing machine instead of 
an easel. 

First selling her creations to friends and 
acquaintances who sow her wearing the 
homemade shirts, Van Tuyl quickly transformed 
her hobby into a fulltime gig once demand for 
her designs increased. Early into her fashion 
foray. Van Tuyl experimented with graphics 
but hadn't yet settled on a theme. When her 
friend Susan Atkinson came up with the 
phrase "Embrace Your Inner Okie," her 
new line was born. 

"I look for images that read well on 
shirts, and combine that with the things 
around us unique to Oklahoma/' says Van 
Tuyl, o sixth-generation Oklahoman. 


Oklahoma-themed shirts and dresses retail for 
$85, with J 0 percent of profits donated to the 
Performing Arts Studio in Norman. Available ot 
Route 66 in 50 Penn Place in Oklahoma City , 

(405} 848-6}66 . 







"We started our hog farm to help 
us get by. Now, it's about making 
things better." 


-Clifford and Glenda Treadway 
2005 Oklahoma Environmental Steward Winners 


OKLAHOMA 



COUNCIL 


1-888-SAY-PORK • www.okpork.org 




















Essential School Supplies & 
Alfre V\bodard 
Rose Rock Museum 
Llama Show 
Rodney Carrington 
Pumpkins & More 
Horn Can no Farm 












RONTOM/ABC 


THERANGE 


Overheard 


“Thankyou. Thank you, America.” 

— Out re Undo v i mod of ChecoUih, upon being named American Idol on May 25 t 2005 



New Kid on 
the Block 

AIFRE WOODARD JOINS DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES. 

AJire Woodard may be ai ring loads of d i rty laundry this Television 
season. Hie Tulsa native and Emmy award-winner joins the second- 
season cast of DesperateHousewives, which ranked fourth in the 
2004-2005 Nielsen ratings. In May the shows diffh anger finale drew 
30.6 million viewers and featu red Woodard as Betty Applewhite, 
who moves to Wisteria Lane with her son under cover ot darkness 
after buying a house sight-unseen. Desperate Housewives creator 
Marc Cherry says Woodard will bring a dose of* class, aside from her 
dramatic skills and wicked sense of humor 1 * to the show. 

Although ABC execs are tight-lipped about her character, the New 
York Post repons that she will play “a deeply religious, overbearing 
single mother who moves ro Wisteria Lane after her son gets involved 
in a bad situation with a girl in their old neighborhood.” 

Sfay tti ned. —Brooke Adcox 



The 
Cowboy 
Way 

A NEW BOOK SPOTLIGHTS 


A HALFCENTURY OF 
COLLECTIONS AT THE 
NATIONAL COWBOY 
& WESTERN HERITAGE 
MUSEUM. 



Desperate Housewives premieres in mid-September, abc.com. 

eSSENTIALS FOR BAGK-TO-SCHOOL 


Bailey, 8th grade, Whittier 
Middle School in Norman: "A 

folder or binder because I 
get so much work." 

Charity, senior, Guymon High 
School: "Big belt buckles 
with jewels and anything with 
se quins 

Derek, junior, Edmond Memo- 
rial High School: "An MP3 
player They're versatile and 
compact, something every 
music vigilante should have." 

Derrick, 3rd grade, Montessori 
Learning Academy in Tulsa: 

"A rolling backpack, 
preferably Pokemon, cool sun¬ 
glasses, and slip-on sneakers." 

Gibson, Freshman, Okla¬ 
homa Bible Academy in Enid: 
"Great shirts, polos, jeans, 
and shorts From Abercrom¬ 
bie & Fitch, Hollister and 
Hurley 

Grace, 6th grade, Westminster 
Middle School in Oklahoma 


City: "A large light and dark 
blue JanSport backpack 

with big pockets." 

La Blau nt, freshman, Fox 
High School: "The 
best school sup¬ 
plies: 0 scientific 
calculator, nice 
mechanical pencils, 
pens that write 
really well, and 
pretty three-subject 
notebooks." 

Reed, 1 st grade, 

Hayes Elemen¬ 
tary School in 
Ada: "Wrist¬ 
bands that say 
'Chill Out/'FCA/ 

'Live for Him/ 'Sooner 
Magic/ and 'Dude/'' 

Sarah Jo, 5th grade, Wyan¬ 
dotte Elementary School: 
"My camo backpack, cherry 
earrings, Converse shoes, 
and lucky lime green pen/' 


Tyler, kindergarten, Coleman 
Elementary School: "A Bat¬ 
man backpack, because 
I like my Batman action 
Figures/' 


In 1955, the Cowboy Hall of 
Fame and Museum was founded 
to celebrate the heritage of the 
American West. Fifty years later, 
toda/s National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum 
in Oklahoma City has become 
one of the world's most esteemed 
repositories of the art of the West 
and its storied tradition. 

Released in September, A 
Western Legacy: The Na¬ 
tional Cowboy S Western 
Heritage Museum [$59 95 
doth, $29.95 paper, OU Press), 
is a tip of the hat to the museum, 
spotlighting its art, firearms, 
artifacts, and memorabilia. After 
history and western art sections, 
the book is organized by collec¬ 
tion with informative text written 
by museum curators. 

Abundantly illustrated with 
274 color and 50 black and white 
photographs, A Western legacy 
showcases not only the grandeur 
of one Oklahoma museum but a 
defining American way of life. 

— Steff ie Corcoran 
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AU V t H I I MINU 





V' 

Where Oklahoma’s Most Eligible Single Men and Women 
Have Turned for Quality Introductions Since 1979, 






isic-tvci, 

if you're like most single people, you'd love to have that special , quality person in your life. Noe just anybody. 
Someone who shares your dreams and values. Someone who can join and share your world of friends* family and 
children* hopefully fora lifetime. 

The Singles Station Dating Co. has a 25-year reputation of helping discerning singles in the Tulsa and Oklahoma 
City area find romantic companionship. We have introduced more than 100,000 area couples and are responsible for 
thousands of successful relationships and marriages. Our unique system 
of bringing you together with other quality singles is not only fun, but 
frankly, very successful! 

Our Iasi-paced lifestyles make it difficult for singles to balance work 
and family and still find time to meet someone special for a quality rela¬ 
tionship. At the Singles Station we can help* We have provided Okla¬ 
homa's most successful single men and women an effective and proven 
way to meet quality singles for over 25 years. Our aggressive advertising 
and marketing strategies ensures our client base is constantly expanding 
and growing. This means there are more people for you to meet. We 
work diligently to ensure our clients maximize their opportunity to meet 
quality singles and minimize the chance of meeting the wrong types of 
people. 

The Singles Station is not a dating dub or an Internet daring site, 

[ lie Singles Station provides personalized introductions, Wc meet with 
you face 10 face in our offices. We take the time to get to know you, to 
understand your relationship goals and to find out what is most impor¬ 
tant to you in the people you want to meet. Our proven introduction 
system includes a 120-question personality profile that ensures you will 
meet compatible singles with similar interests and core values. Compat¬ 
ibility is the basic formula for a long-lasting relationship. Income level, 
smoking preference, education level and religious beliefs are only a small 
part of our proven match making process. In addition, our qualification 
process includes screening for felony convictions, h istory of mental ill¬ 
ness and drug or alcohol abuse. 

Once we begin working for a client* our march making team goes ro 
work to ensure you begin meeting singles within just a few days. Our 
service is discreet, when two clients meet they only know each other on 
a first name basis. Ever)' step of the way is confidential. T hank Heav¬ 
ens, there are no pictures posted on the Internet, and no profiles to sort 
through. We hear from so many clients that canV believe die change 
in their lives by meeting singles through our service. To most, its a life 
changing experience. 

Our clients are diverse, all ages* including the independently wealthy, entrepreneurs* doctors* lawyers, teachers, 
nurses and other professionals. We have clients who have never been married, are divorced or widowed. 

The Singles Station Dating Company offers five levels of membership programs* beginning with a trial program 
that lets you get out and start meeting people* to an Executive VIP Membership that includes a personal national 
search for your very special someone. 

To schedule your confidential, no obligation* consultation call my professional staff in Tulsa at (918) 491-0002 
or in Oklahoma City at (405) 607-0100, out of area, cal! toll free 1-866-807-LOVE or visit our website at www, 
singlesscation.com. We have offices in Tulsa and Oklahoma City and now in Bcmonviile and Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
You will be pleasantly surprised how easy it is to get started meeting quality singles! You know what they say* Singles 
Station Dating Co, true love does stare right herd If you're not single, be sure and tell a single friend about us) 


Sincerely, 



Charlee Brotherton, Owner 
The Singles Station Dating Co, 


) K LA H O M A CITY * TULSA * BENTON VI L LT * FORT SMITH 


photo by Sharon King Grimm 



T H E R A N G E 


"The queen was very gracious and told me that the sculpture was magnificent/ 

— David Boren, who, os governor, presented Queen Elizabeth with a rose rock sculpture in 1976 



CHEROKEE ROSE 

Honoring a Rare Rock's Beauty 



KLAHOMA’S MOST 
famed lose isn’t found 
on a bush. Geologist 
joe Stine should know. 
He and his wife Nancy 
are owners and curators of the Timberlakc 
Rose Rock Museum in Noble. 

“Fve always been interested in 
rocks, 1 * says Joe. “We like the people, 
and we like the work.” 

Although rosette minerals 
exist in spots around the globe, 
the red barite crystal known as rose 
rock—named Oklahoma's state rock 
in 1968—is unique to Oklahoma. Ihe 
largest concentrations are a few miles east of 
Norman and Noble, 

Rose rocks typically are found in clusters 
from a few to dozens, some weighing 
thousands of pounds. 'Due to years of dig¬ 
ging, the best specimens have become very 



scarce,” says Nancy, “though good rocks are 
still around.” 

In addition to the museum, die Stines are 
well known lor their line of Cherokee rose 
keepsakes—tiny rose rocks on metal stems 
that spring from a bloom-sized rock, symbol¬ 
izing the American Indians spiritual rebirth. 
“TheTrail oHears always seemed so 
sad, but it also signifies a new op¬ 
portunity,” Joe says, noting that 
Cherokee legend says the rose rock 
commemorates the blood and 
tears the tribe suffered along the 
trait ‘The new growing out oi the old, 
that's what the sculptures represent.” 

—Cindy Kell y 

Pi m her Like Rose Rock Museum is open JO 
a. m. to 6 fi m< Tuesday through Fruity 10 
cun. to 4p.m. Saturday 4 19South US. 77in 
Nohle. (405) 872-9838; roserockmtiseum. com. 
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Prima Llamas 


Woolly stars strut their stuffat the 
ALSA Central Regional Show. 


C hances are,they wontspit on you. members 

of the annelid family; llamas win first prize for affability, 
intelligence, and companionship. See the dyed-in-the- 
wool truth at the Alpaca and Llama Show Associations Central 
Regional Show in Tulsa, 

Todays llamas arc valued for more than luxurious wool fibers* 
They make excellent livestock guardians, and because of their socia¬ 
bility, llamas arc wonderful therapy animals. Emerald Square As¬ 
sisted Living in Oklahoma City, for example, frequently hosts woolly 
visitors from nearby Paradise Acres Llamas. Llamas also make good 
hiking partners, able to carry packs through rough terrain* 

Oklahoma Llama Association members will show and sell their 
woolly friends at the Tulsa show* Vice president Kathy Geyer of Rings 
Around the Moon Llamas in Chelsea says prices start at $250. “Two 
years ago, our top sale was $ 10,000 for a show llama,'’ she says. 

As for the spitting, Oklahoma Llama Association member Renee 
Swartzbaugh of Buena Vista Llamas in Ardmore says llamas usu¬ 



ally only target one another while establishing pecking order* "The 
few times one has spit directly on me, it was because I was pulling 
his hair too hard during grooming/ 1 she says. 

Come see the best-behaved camdids in the five-state area this Oc- 
tober in Tillsa. On Iy four-legged spitters allowed. —Ami Reeves 

7 he ALSA Central Regional Show will be at Tulsa Expo Square, 

4145 East Twenty-first, on October 22 and23, (918)343-3802 or 
(918) 343-3158; alsashow.org 


"Walking the Choctaw Road" by Tim Tingle is the Oklahoma Reads Oklahoma Book for 2005* 



AGRARIAN 
SOCIALISM 
IN AMERICA 




What book will Oklahomans be reading and talking about in 2006? 

YOU DECIDE. 

Visit WWW.OKREADSOK.ORG and cast your vote before November 1, 

AND WATCH THE WEBSITE FOR THE WINNING BOOK FOR 2006. 
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THE R AN G E 


"It s cute ond funny. We all hope he does well." 

— Annette Bowles, public relations coordinator for the Jenks 

Chamber of Commerce, on Rodney 


TH E OKT PROFILE 

Rodney Carrington 

He admits to being from Texas, but comedian Rodney Carrington, star of the ABC sitcom Rodney, has 
lived in Tulsa since he married his wifi Jerri , a Tulsa native, twelve years ago . Carrington's comedy albums 
have sold millions, and his standup concerts are sellouts around the country The second season tf/TTodney, 
set in Tulsa and shot in Los A ngeles, premieres in September on ABC\ 


Dogs or cats? Inside or outside? 
If it was up to me, we wouldn't 
have any, hut since its up to my 
wife, we have four dogs. I hey 
stay anywhere she wants them. 

Where's the last place you 
dined out in Oklahoma? Los 
Cabos in Jenks, I had the chick¬ 
en taco salad with salsa and a 
side of guacamole. 



like a big fat guy with a beard, 
when, in fact, Im gorgeous. 

Any TV shows you never miss? 
I he Masters golf tournament. 


What does Oklahoma need 
more oF? Nothing. Its perfect. 

What's your favorite posses¬ 
sion? Golf clubs. They allow me 
four hours of freedom. 


How has your standup 
work influenced the 
show? ^fhe show is based 
on my standup and 
parallels my life and the 
struggles I go through 
to be a comedian 
in Tulsa. 

I have 
a bit in 
my show 
where I talk 
about Wal-Mart, so 
that was the setting for the 
pilot. 1 lose a golf bet with my 
good buddy, Barry Martin, 
and have to pay up by walking 
through Wal-Mart naked. 

Any big changes we should 
expect in the show's second 
season? Nudity, definitely 
more nudity! 


What's the last thing you 
bought? Toilet paper 
from Walgreens. 

When did you realize 
you'd really made it? I 
haven't realized it yet. 

What words come to mind 
when you think of Oklahoma? 
great place to be. 


Why is Rodney set in Tulsa? 
Because the show is hased on 
my real life, and Tulsa is my 
home. The show is also based 
on stories from my standup, in 
which I usually talk about my 
wife, three sons, and Tulsa. 


and shoot the show. Then on 
Wednesday, it starts all over 
again, in between, l do inter¬ 
views a lid press appearances. 
I really don't have time to get 
starstruck, so to speak, about 
my life. 


What's in your CD tray? Frank 
Sinatra, 


What does "cool" mean to you? 
A window unit. 


Why make your home in Tu Iso 
rather than Los Angeles? My 
wife and I decided early on that 
we did not want to raise our 
kids in los Angeles. We want 
them to grow up as we did, in 
a family-oriented community 
where they have normal lives. 
However, for convenience, we 
maintain a residence in L..A., 
and when I’m there, we bring 
the kids out to visit during 
school breaks and vacations. 

Not many people can say they 
star in a network TV show 
based on their own life. What's 
that like? I still can go into stores 
in Tulsa and shop undisturbed. 
And for the most part, my kids 
are not too affected by having 
Dad on TV—when the show 
comes on, they are likely to say, 
41 Hey, Dad s on TV again-—can 
we go get a Popsicle?” 

What's your schedule like when 
Rodney is in production? A typi¬ 
cal week for me goes something 
like this: Wednesday through 
Friday, rehearse and work on 
the script, Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, I am usually out 
on the road doing standup, 
Monday and Tuesday, we block 


Among today's come¬ 
dians, whom do you 
consider hilarious? Dave 
Chappelle, because he 
tells the truth. 


What are people sur¬ 
prised to find out about 
you? People are sur¬ 
prised by bow 1 look. 
Apparently, l sound 


DEAN DlKQN 
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Shop OklahomaToday 


OU & OSU Watches 

Show your team spirit in playful polka dot* One 
size fits most* For additional watch selections, see 
our website* Please specify OU or OSU* $20*00 


Oklahoma DVD 

Celebrate the 
Oklahoma spirit, 57 
$19,95 


To order, call 1-800-777-1793 or shop online at oldahomatoday.com. 


2006 Willi & Scenic 
Okiahoma Calendar 

The 2006 Wild & Scenic calendar features 
stunning photography by Oklahoma Today 
contributor Michael Hardeman* $11.99* 


Shadow of an Indian 
Star: A Novel 

Written by Oklahomans Hitt 
and Candy Paul The story 
chronicles three generations 
of Bill Paul's ancestors who 
intermarry with the Chicka¬ 
saw tribe and battle tragedy, 
government corruption, and 
their own inner demons, 
all while attempting to save 
the Chickasaw Nation from 
annihilation* 460 Pages* 
Hardcover* $23.95 


Jeweled Pins 
Strut your stuff with 
one of these exqui¬ 
site jeweled pins. 
Each is made with 
brilliant Austrian 
crystals encased in 
either gold or silver 
metal* Also avail¬ 
able: TU, OSU, & 

O U. I 13/16” did meter* 

$ 25 . 00 * 


Cooking By The 
Bootstraps 

This delightful book 
contains more than 250 
mouth-watering recipes, a 
bread-baking guide, and 
a unique international in¬ 
gredient chart* 190 pages. 
Hardback, $2K95* 


Centennial Coins 

The first in a series of six 
Centennial coins to be released by 
2007. Each coin comes with 
certificate of authenticity* 
Available in bronze, gold 
place, and *999 solid 
silver* Bronze: $10.00, 
Gold: $25.00, Silver: 
$50.00. 
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Need an antidote to fall fever? 
Take a family day and gulp in the 
fresh air at one of these pumpkin- 
filled attractions. 

—-Lori Will iams 



Halloween Orr Bust 

The Orr Family Farm in 
Moore gives kids of all ages fall 
fun in droves. Traditionalists can 
visit the pumpkin patch while 
adventurers race pedal carson the 
Orr Grand IVix. Visitors can id so 
“milk” a fiberglass cow, hang with 
fkrm animals, or cake a spin on 
the horse carousel September 23- 
October31.56.50-58,50. (405) 
799-3276; orrfhmi 1 yimn . co m. 



Pump up the Pumpkin 

When nothing but a vine- 
ripe Oklahoma pumpkin 
will do, visit the secluded 
eleven-acre pumpkin patch at 
McLeniore Pumpkin Farm 
in Colony. The fun includes 
ahayride, fifteen pumpkin 
varieties, a hay maze, and baby 
animals. September 15-October 
31. $4, (405) 929-7328; 
m cl emo repu m p ki n farm .com. 



CONVENTION AND 
VISITORS BUREAU 


HO 


Plan to one of Edmond's lu.\n 


Enjoy u slinppou' excursion lliat fen- 
lum the unique nml antique in a warm 
urtd friendU Norman Kockwcil-Myle 
downtown. Public art and url for i lie 
young nt heart are nil n part of a vis'U In 
this unf« you won't want to miss. 


nous holds & 1 toy mure limn ZOO holes 
of championship golf. TTu-n relax & re- 
llve the day's game rn tr dinner in imr of 
EdmcmdS 75 restaurants ranging frum 
rusi-fiKNi-nisual In elegantly-Kpiirmrt, 


Phone: 405/341-4344 * www.visitedmondok.com • E-mail; cwwhlte@visiledmondok.com 



Discover Northwest Arkansas' best 

place for shopping, dining. 

history and evening 

entertainment. / 

* j\n 


1 -600-766-4626 i www.fayeneyilleiourism.com 
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"You musl be Daddy's little pumpkin. I can fell by ihe way you roll. 

— John Prine f "Daddy's Little Pumpkin 



Park Haunts 

At Lake Eufaula State Park 
in Checotah, nature trails 
are canopied with beautiful 
hardwood foliage by day and 
filled with spooks by night. A 
tram ride and haunted hay bale 
mazes are open Fridays and 
Saturdays after dark in Octo¬ 
ber. $347. (918) 689-4607; 
o kl al i o m a pa r ks. co m - 



An A-Maze-ing Time 

Twice the fim brings twice 
the memories at PBar Farms in 
Weatherford. During the fait 
season, half the corn MAIZE is 
haunted. Want to pick more than 
a pumpkin? Harvest a ‘Black Dia¬ 
mond" watermelon. Six dollars 
gets you access to the corn mazes 
and a train or hay ride. September 
3-October 31. (580) 772-4401; 
pbarfarms.corrL 


Its All in 

Want an interesting fam¬ 
ily photo-op? LxSdk no further 
than the pumpkin mountains at 
Carmichael's in Bixby, where 
Don and Joyce Carmichael have 
sown die seeds of family tradition 
for twenty-nine years. Kids will 
enjoy a wagon ride, petting zoo, 
hay maze, and those pumpkin 
mountains. October 1-3L Free- 
$2.50. (918)366-4772. 


Chunky Dunk 

On October 22 at Chester's 
Party Bam and Farm in 
Piedmont, competitors pay five 
bucks to ding a pumpidn during 
the Pun kin Chunkin' ( on test. 
Regular ad rn ission i nd iides a 
pony ride, petting zoo, hayridc, 
and mystery maze on a Chis- 
hol m Trail cattle stampede si to. 

October 1-31. (405)373- 

3 595; chesterspanybam.com. 
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It will, with your own signature on a desk 
nameplate, cast in Bronze and mounted in 
solid American Walnut, weighing in at 3,5 pounds* 


Show the world who you are! 




< 1 S//1/W/J/M / //;/7?ASjis7M4 

SignatureNameplates.com 
580.762.3258 • P.O. Box 707 Ponca City, OK 74602 


- 7L " 


y 


tress foR tme 
pTscr?ia?uAt7m& 

MO^EOWMER,., 

Franklin Tree 
Dawn Redwood 
Incense Cedar 
Pond Cypress ‘Debonair’ 


Me Loud Tree Farm 
(405) 3614513 
i n fo @ mcloud t re e fa rm .com 
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A FARM 
in FULL 
BLOOM 

Carnegie’s Cash Crop 

E ight miles north of 

Carnegie, a rainbow blooms. 
It covers 120 acres, richly 
seriating the countryside bill 
of rocky buttes and cinder- 
colored Angus* This rainbow is Horn 
Canna Farm, and it blooms, rain or shine, 
from summer to frost. 

I he farm's roots can be traced to the 
1920s, when Frances Horn received six 
canna bulbs as a gift. (Canna “bulbs” are 
actually rhizomes, horizontal roots that grow 
at or below the soil surfaced The flowers 
were so prolific that Francess husband, John, 
supplemented his farm income by selling the 
rhizomes during the Great Depression. 

Today, Frances and Johns granddaughter 
Jolene Horn Snow owns the farm with her 
husband Kendall and son and daughter-in- 
law Dustin and Nikki Snow. In 2004, the 
Horn Canna Farm sold more than three 
million canna bulbs, making it the world's 
largest exclusive canna grower. 

Why are cannas so popular? Jolene Horn 
Snow says, “Cannas b reed like the prover¬ 
bial rabbit*” The original rhizome produces 
three to ten new rhizomes the first growing 
season. Another plus: “You dotu have 


Kiamichi Country 


Call for our 
Free Visitors Guide 
( 800 ) 722-8180 
kiamichicountry.com 


travelok.com Produced by Kiamichi Country Association 


NOW! 


PARADISE * 
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JGLENE HOPN SNOW 


ft 



CANNA FARM 


to have a green thumb to grow cannas,” 
Snow says. The plants thrive in full sun and 
ret] u i re o 11 ly weekly wa re r i n g. 

Raising Horn eannas does pose one dif¬ 
ficulty'—choosing from the twenty-seven 
a va i 1 ah le variet ies. Lo i ig, ha nan a-1 i ke I ea ves 
unfurl in shades of green, bronze, or stripes. 
The plants reach three to six feet in height 
and are crowned with solid or variegated 
blooms in pink, red, orange, cream, or yel¬ 
low, all beautiful. 

Looks like at Horn Canna Farm, there 
just might be a pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow. —Lori Williams 

The Homs welcome visitors during canna 
season, July through early October. Far infor¬ 
mation on the Carnegie Canna Festival on 
September 24, rail (580) 654-2 / 2 /. Horn 
Canna Farm* (580) 637-2327; cannas.net. 




Native 

Americans, 


BARfLESVILLf ► 0 


www.VisitBartlesville.com 


State Flag 

Show vour stale pride willi 
an official Oklahoma Mag. 


State Flag (3* x 5*) 
100% nylon. 

SALE PRICE 

$ 30.00 

o k 1 a h o in a l <> cl a y .to m 

(BOO) 777-1793 


Bartlesville, 

city 0 


\ In Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the town that oil built, you can see roaming 
V herds of exotic animals on an oil barons vast ranch, explore Frank 
Lloyd Wrights only skyscraper, shop for unique treasures and experience the 
art, culture, history and legends of the great American West, 


Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
201 SW Keder • PO Box 2366 * Bartlesville, OK 74005 
877-273-2004 • 918-336-8708 
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TOM LIBBY of Oklahoma City, chair, Oklahoma 
chapter of the Sierra Club 
Favorite trip: “1 like to take visitors on a tour 
of the Spiro Mounds, then drive a mile out to 
the Arkansas River,” 

History lesson: “If you try, you can see back 
more than a hundred years, when paddle boats 
brought supplies up the Arkansas from Fort 
Smith to Fort Gibson, If you try harder, you 
can see back to more than a thousand years ago, 
when the Spiro traders returned home with 
goods from faraway lands ” 


RAY ACKERMAN of Oklahoma City, civic leader 
and river visionary 

Favorite river: “The Oklahoma River, 
the seven-mile stretch of beauty that extends 

from Meridian Avenue to Eastern Avenue in 
Oklahoma City.’* 

Boos ter ism: “The Oklahoma River will go a 
long way to finally overcome the states dry and 
dusty image Steinbeck gave us in the 1930s. Its 
exploding with activity/’ 


MICHAEL FUHR of Tulsa, state director, the Nature 
Conservancy 

Favorite river: Blue River 

Inspired by Will: “1 don’t think I've ever met a 

river 1 didn't like,” 

Biology lesson: Tm always amazed at 
the surprise on peoples faces when they learn 
of the fish, insects, and mussels living in their 
local streams* Freshwater eel, miniature ca tfi s h , 
minnows, and darters so colorful they rival tropical 
fish-—they are virtually unknown to most people,” 


icnbe rive; 

















MILES TOLBERT of Oklahoma City, Secretary of 
the Environment 
Favorite river: Red River 
Insight: “Historically, our rivers defined places. 
They were hard to cross but easy to move along. 
Alfalfa Bill Murray almost fought a war with Texas 
to ensure free passage over a Red River bridge. * 
Travel lesson: Hn an age of federal interstates, 
it is tempting to say that Oklahoma’s rivers no 
longer matter, A drive home from Dallas shows 
otherwise. Hie moment your front tires begin 
crossing the Red River, you know you re home, " 


TOM CREXDER of Midwest City president. Keep 
Oklahoma Beautiful 
Favorite river: Cimarron River 
Perspective: ‘Tm not a man of the water, Fve 
never owned a boat or spent much rime on a 
riverbank. 1 prefer hiking a ridge-top trail or 
enjoying the panoramic view from atop a mesa. 
It is from these high-ground vantage points 
that the vital ity and power of Oklahoma’s rivers 
and tributaries make me stop and take notice. 

It is from high ground that l can appreciate the 
timeless work of water in sculpting our states 
beautiful landscape," 


^ The Little River, a popular geo¬ 
graphic feature fur Pushmataha, 
McCuHain r *mid L&TTore County 
si dents, weaves through south 
v eastern Oklahoma and soutb- 
^ ^Western Arkansas. 





























Mary Logan Wolf of Oklahoma City, writer 
and river adventurer 
Favorite river; Pennington Creek 
Culture: “When it comes to water recreation, I 
notice rwo distinct types of people: creek people 
and lake people. No question about my allegiance: 
fm a creek person.” 

Thoughts: “After wandering the banks of Big 
Eagle Creek recently [ realized I appreciate rivers 
for the same reason 1 enjoy stories — -because they 
have a beginnitig, middle, and end.” 


ED FITE ofTahlequah, administrator, Oklahoma 
Scenic Rivers Commission 
Favorite river: Illinois River 
Philosophy: “If you were to take an in-depth 
look at most cities in this world, you'd find 
that just about every large metropolitan area is 
located on the banks of a river. Simply, rivers are 
die lifeblood ol the human spirit. Rivers are an 
essential dem ent to our everyday lives ” 
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BRUCE Hoagland of Norman, coordinator, 
Oklahoma Natural Heritage Inventory 
Favorite river: Little River 
Zoology lesson: “Pm impressed by the 
drastic environmental changes Oklahoma rivers 
encounter as they cross the state. For example, 
the Arkansas, with headwaters in the Rocky 
Mountains, Hows through short, mixed, and 
tail grass prairie before exiting the state thro ugh 
oak-hickory forest ” 

The last word: “Oklahomans should be proud 
of their rivers and ardent in their protection ” 
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HAVE THE CHARMING STREETS 
of downtown Marlow, step into 
Giuseppes Italian Dining with its 
red-checked curtains and century- 
old wood floors and brick walls, and 
you’ll rea I i/e yo 11 Yc wal ked i n to art 
Oklahoma version of Naples* 

But Giuseppes isn’t a mere look-alike; its 
authentic Italian dining. 

Owner Brian Giuseppe DiCintio grew up 
in Eastchcster, a New York City suburb, in an 
apartment above Skces Bar & Grill, an Italian 
restaurant owned by his immigrant grand¬ 
parents. As a bov, DiCintio had no interest 
in making a career out of tossing pizza dough, so at age twenty, 
he and a friend left home to pursue their fortunes in commercial 
fishing in Alaska. 

“1 Jving in the suburbs of New York City, if you’re not a stockbro¬ 
ker, lawyer, or celebrity, von Ye got to get out. It just costs roo much 
money,’ 1 DiCintio says. “So we decided to head west,” 

DiCintio never made it to Alaska, He and his buddy crisscrossed the 
Southwest, working odd jobs and traveling as far south as Progreso, 
Mexico, before working in a West Texas oil field. It was there that 
an oil man offered the two travelers work in Oklahoma, Eventually, 
DiCintio settled into a job at 81 Discount Foods in Marlow, 
“People in Oklahoma would say, 'With a name like Giuseppe, 
you ought to be able to make a pizza,*” he says, 

DiCintio quickly proved he could. He bought the grocery store 
in the early eighties and began selling pizza from the store. By 1986, 
his business had become DiCintios Pizza & Subs, Nearly a decade 
later, DiCintio got his first taste of serving up a complete Italian 
dining experience when a friend leaned on him for a favor. 

A buddy asked me tfl would cook for his wedding anniversary,” 

Brian DiCintio, 51, sells his signature Italian salad dressing 
and pasta sauce and six private-label wines at grocery and 
liquor stores across the state. 


DiCintio says. ”1 set up a table in the back room 
of my pizzeria, made some bread, and served them 
d 1 n tier. I h e nex t n igh t, he asked i f he cou Id hr i ng 
another couple, and then dial couple called the 
next night and asked if they could bring another 
couple. It went on from there.” 

DiCintio dubbed this backroom restaurant 
the Broom ("Inset. Before long, diners from 
Duncan and Lawton were showing up in the 
alley behind DiCintios Pizza & Subs, trying 
to get in the small eatery. Inspired, DiCintio 
converted part of his pizzeria into Giuseppes 
Italian Dining and a year later moved Ids 
restaurant to its current location, the State 
National Bank building, which dates to 1911. 

DiCintio $ still does a big pizza business, offering New York style 
and T )i( Jntios Original, which features a smooth, spicy sauce and 
soft. crust. Thirty-two pasta dishes round out the menu, and bestsell¬ 
ers include classics like iasagna, chicken aljredo , and spaghetti and 
meatballs. Ten types of sauces—including pesto, cacciatore, and 
white dam-—and a dessert menu packed with sweet finishers are 
big draws for DiCintios statewide clientele, “1 make what I like, 
and everyone else seems to like it, too," he says. 

Repeat patrons Rita and Larry Presley of Oklahoma City visit 
Giuseppes as often as possible. The couple says their first time at 
the restaurant was a revelation. “We asked our friends if there were 
any restaurants in Marlow, and they said. You're kidding! You Ye 
stumbled onto a gold mine!"' Rita says, 

Giuseppes has drawn countless travelers like the Presleys, says 
chamber of commerce director Deb be Ridley, 

“People come to Marlow lo eat at Giuseppes, and they Ye sometimes 
surprised at what they find here,” she says. “There are lots of little 
gems in Oklahoma, and we consider Giuseppes one of them 

Giuseppes kalian Dining is open Thursday^ Friday, and Saturday from 
/ I a.m. to 9p.m. Giuseppe's will be closed September 9 through II. 203 
West Main Sweet in Marlow. (5HO) 658-2/48 orpastaok.com. 
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Who BELIEVES In 


FOca? 

T hey say we all have special places where the magic dust 

lingers, and for me it all started on a stifling summer afternoon in 1978, 
in the deliciously cool darkness of the old Cinema East Theater in Norman. 


Sasquatch: The Legend of Bigfoot was the 
matinee, and I was hanging on every hair- 
raising howl. I slowly munched a sweaty, 
sticky handful of Boston baked beans from 
the lobby vending machine as some poor 
anonymous schmuck in a monkey suit earned 
his SAG card the hard way, shrieking and 
lumbering into my fertile imagination. 

Bigfoot was at the height of his popularity 
back then, riding the crest of a wave of public¬ 
ity dating back to 1958, when the term itself 
first entered the national lexicon following 
the discovery of huge footprints on a logging 
road in die Pacific Northwest. Bigfoot mania 
really got cranking after the infamous 1967 
Roger Patterson film that allegedly caught a 
female Bigfoot scowling for the camera, and 
it built to a fever pitch after the 1973 release 
of The Legend of Boggy Creek. 

Books, movies, Leonard Nimoys somber 
intonations on *ln Search Of... —how could 
a child of the seventies not believe in Bigfoot? 


He was as ubiquitous as Howard Cosell. And 
then, like Freshen-up gum and Peter Framp- 
ton, he simply disappeared from the national 
consciousness, the patina of seventies fad slowly 
dulling the terrifying legend. 

Since that first encounter, the Cinema East 
has long since been torn down to make way 
for a McDonalds, Sasquatch has become a 
collectible example of mid-seventies schlock, 
and Boston baked beans have found their way 
onto a growing list of foods that complicate my 
ever-expanding waistline. But Bigfoot has held 
on. As pop iconography goes, his halcyon days 
seem permanently behind him, at least until 
someone proves his existence. But one thing is 
for sure: You will never disprove it. People like 
Charles Hallmark will see to that. 

The secluded hills of Beavers Bend 
Resort Park are said to be a habi¬ 
tat of Bigfoot. Inset, the legendary 
creature? 


In parts of Oklahoma, 
the lurking half-man, 
half-animal is said to 
be just a legend. But 
is it? In a quest remi¬ 
niscent of the X-Files, 
Chad Love examines 
the fact, the fiction, 
and the festival of 
Bigfoot mania. 
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A S TRUE BELJ EVERS GO, HALLMARK 
is decidedly low key: The earnest, 
soft-spoken sixtv-five-year-old Sul¬ 
phur resident possesses an unflappably calm 
demeanor devoid of hyperbole or evangelical 
fervor. In conversation, he has the slow drawl 
and easy, self-deprecating wit of an old-time 
country folk healer, which is exactly what he 
is, dispensing natural homeopathic remedies 
for a variety of ailments from the ninety-acre 
farm where he lives with his wife and two 
brothers. He is, in short, completely and 
utterly believable, a trial lawyers character 
witness dream. 

He also happens to believe the Oklahoma 
woods are full of hairy, eight-foot-tall apes 
that like to snack on discarded fast food 
while they watch us noisily recreate on 
the weekends. 

And Hallmark isn't alone in his belief. 
From the hills around Sulphur to the secluded 
mountain hollows of Honobia, there is a small 
but dedicated group of Oklahomans who 
claim they have seen something out there, 
something they can t explain. It’s large, its hairy, 
it walks upright, it eats just about anything, 
and it smells really bad. While that describes 
at least one member of virtually everyone s 
family, the people who claim to have seen this 
creature swear its not Uncle Vic. 

According to them, its Bigfoot, and he, 
or it, as the case may be, is no joke. 

u These things are everywhere/ Hallmark 
says quietly but firmly during an interview 
in his rural office. He is wearing a T-shirt 
and hat emblazoned with the emblem of a 
group called the Indian Territory Sasquatch- 
Bigfoor Investigative Group (ITSEIG), 
a loosely knit organization ol Bigfoot 


Naturopathic doctor Charles Hallmark 
of Sulphur displays fingerprint evidence. 
Hallmark is one of Oklahoma's leading 
proponents of the Bigfoot theory. 
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enthusiasts. Various pieces of evidence he 
says support his claim are strewn out on 
the desk before him. 

“TheyYe extremely intelligent and ex¬ 
tremely wary," he says, “but they don't mind 
being close to humans 

Hallmark first got interested in Bigfoot 
research in 1998 when a friend confided 
that he had glimpsed something unusual 
near the town of Dougherty. 

“He said, ‘You wouldn’t chink I was crazy 
if 1 told you something?”' says Hallmark. “1 
said no, because l knew he was an intelligent, 
rational man. He said he’d seen Bigfoot, and 
they were all over Oklahoma. Thais when 1 
first started taking an interest in it." 

Soon* Hallmark found himself going out 
on nighttime expeditions in hopes of glimps¬ 
ing a creature most scientists say doesn't 
exist. He quickly became a believer. 

“I grew up hunting and fishing, and I’d 
seen weird things out in the woods," says 
Hallmark. "Trails going and coming, saplings 
broken off, things like that. At the time, I 
wondered what it was, but now 1 realize 
those were all Bigfoor signs." 

Thais when Hallmark had an 
epiphany. 

If these creatures were so 
o m n i vo ro u s, reaso n ed 
Hallmark, then they 
were bound to be up in 
the park. 

“The park” is Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area, 
s p raw) i n g, 10,00 0-ac re area 
on the outskirts of Sul¬ 
phur, and Hallmark claims 
there are at least five or six 
Bigfoor family groups oc- I 
copying it. 

“Its because of all the gar¬ 
bage,” says Hallmark, “junior wants a 
hot dog, takes one bite, and decides he 


bigfoot 

CROSSING 


doesn't want it. It goes in the garbage can. 
Bigfoot comes by that night and cleans our 
those garbage cans.” 

Hallmark says he's personally had eight 
sightings and knows of many more. Accord¬ 
ing to him, the twelve-foot-tall creatures 
resemble a great ape, “hut prettier, closer to 
man,” he says. “TheyYe not tremendously 
had-looking. Their arms are much longer, 
their legs are longer, and there's a different 
and stronger musculature.” 

They also, says Hallmark, have an innate 
curiosity about humans. 

“One time, in March 2002, we were 
in the park near a swimming hole, and 
there was a father and his two boys riding 
around on bikes,” says Hallmark. "It was 
dusky dark, so this friend of mine said he 
was going to walk across die bridge, and 
he came face to face with one. This thing 
was so engrossed with watching these kids 
ride their bicycles that he never saw my 
friend, who walked right up on him* He 
took off immediately when he realized my 
friend was there.” 

Hallmark estimates there are at 
least “three or four hundred” 
such creatures in Oklahoma. 
These things seem ro 
like being around 
people,” Hallmark 
says* “What 1 want to 
do is gather evidence that 
proves to the world they are 
alive and widespread.” 

Park managers, however, 
say they've come up empty 
handed on their own Rig- 
foot sightings* 

“WeYe aware of Mr. 
Hallmarks claims ” says park 
spokesperson Susie Staples, 
“hut we Ye not aware of any proof or evi¬ 
dence they've been sighted in ihe park* So 





I guess,” she says with a laugh, “that adds 
to the mystery, doesn't it?” 

If there is a Bigfoot in the park, he's an 
elusive creature, indeed, because the park itself 
is absolutely crawling with a more common 
hominid—us. 

“Our annual recreation visits arc around 1*4 
million, but our total visits are closer to 3.1 
million,” says Staples, citing vehicle counter 
statistics* “In addition, the area attracts deer 
hunters in the fall, mountain biking, hikers* 
Lots and lots of people*" 

Park resource manager Steve Burro ugh says 
he’s skeptical but keeps an open mind. 

“As a biologist, you have to,” says Burroughs 
“I get a lot of people telling me stories, hut 
I’ve never had anyone call me up and tell me 
to get over there because there's a Bigfoot 
running around. Until one falls on my desk 
or the back of my truck, I won't claim there 
are any here. Any sightings around here are 
probably just me in my bathrobe ” 

Burro ugh docs add, however, that if there 
is a Bigfoot in a national park, it would be 
considered wildlife and therefore protected. 
“So remember,” he says, “it s not okay to come 
and harass the wildlife by playing recorded 
calls at five in the morning.That just irritates 
campers and the wildlife we know is here.” 

But what do we really know is, or isnY, 
here? Is it possible for something previously 
unknown to science to be living in the 
Chickasaw National Recreation Area? 

As it turns out, the answer may be yes, 

RJEFF KELLY ISA UNIVERSITY 
1 of Oklahoma professor and a 
member of the Oklahoma Bio¬ 
logical Survey, rhe state agency charged 
with cataloging flora and fauna* As luck 
would have it, in 2003, Kelly completed 
an exhaustive, yearlong inventory of all the 
vertebrates in the park. Kelly said the inven¬ 
tory involved sophisticated remote cameras, 
mammal traps, baiting and tracking stations, 
scent posts, nocturnal searches, audio calling 
tapes, and driving park roads late at night to 
record every animal. The result? 

“The best finding we had was a species 
called the marsh rice rat” says Kelly. “That 
was a new county record. Otherwise, it was 
the usual stuff.” 

No Bigfoot? No evidence of Bigfoot? 

“We have no records of current or historic 
specimens of Bigfoot in the state of Oklahoma, 
bur 1 have heard of people seeing them,” says 





Kelly, with an admirably straight delivery. 

Hallmark, however, claims he does have the 
proof: a fuzzy photograph of a large creature 
taken in the park, fingerprints bigger than 
any humans, plaster casts of footprints, even 
Bigfoot hair samples painstakingly extracted 
from Bigfoo t,,,droppi ngs. 

“They are simians, and they groom each other 
for ticks or fleas and things, 1 ’ 
says Hallmark. “Sooner or later, . * 

i h eyl 1 swal low a hair, so yon go ^ 

out and col lect these s pec i me ns 
and bring them back and look * h ' 

at them under the microscope. ^|||| 

Then you' 11 fl nd a simian hair, nW 
bccau se s i mi a n ha i r is th e on ly / .k ^ wm 

one with a medulla, a feeding ^ 

tube down the center of the hair. Jeff Me Id rum, PhD, is 
Humans done have it,” a Bigfoot researcher 

A q nick I n re met search, how- ba sed i n I daho. 
ever, reveals that most human 
hair does indeed have a medulla, so it remains 
to he seen whether Hallmarks evidence is from 
Bigfoot or an itinerant camper. Hallmark 
doesn’t offer to show me his 


of a skeptical public, 

“We went alter irrefutable proof, arid the 
fingerprints are that,” Hallmark says, “No 
human IVe ever seen has fingers like these. 
I've got prints thar are over three-and-a-half 
inches long without a joint in them.” 

Hallmark collected the prints by baiting 
park trash cans with cups of Fig Newtons 
j M placed under a bag of popcorn. 
“The popcorn is to get the oi I on 
their hands before they grab the 
flpHy cup ” says I kill mark. 
jMRM Despite what he considers 
Hfipf J ironclad evidence, the scientific 
jfc a JS response to his prints has been 


prints oft, and we never he 
anything,” says Hallmark, 
tried sending them 
professor at Jdaho 5 
something or other, and he never 
acknowledged them,” 

That would be Dr, Jeff Mddrum, a professor 
of anatomy and anthropology at Idaho State 
University In the murky freewheeling world 
of cryptozoology, where the term “Bigfoot 
researcher” can mean anything from delu- 


to some 


specimens and, 
not being a scatologfst, I don't press. 

What Hallmark is eager to show me is 
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the evidence he says is irrefutable proof of 
the creature’s existence. “Anyone can make 
a plaster cast of a track, hut you can’t argue 
with a fingerprint ” says Hallmark, He hands 
me a fast-food soft-drink cup wrapped in 
dear tape. 

Under the tape 1 can see the telltale whorls 
and ridges of large prints that have been 
dusted and sealed. Whether they come from 
a Bigfoot ora man of Shaq-like dimensions, 
J cannot say, but Hallmark is convinced this 
is the proof he needs to make believers out 


sionaJ wackos and two guys with a six-pack 
and a camcorder to serious, albeit amateur 
weekend aficionados, Meld rum is the closest 
thing the field has to an establishment voice. 
He's an anomaly: a real scientist who doesn’t 
make any bones about his conviction that 
there is something unexplained out there. 
Unfortunately for Hallmark, Meldrum isn’t 
quite buying into his fingerprints, 

“He sent some to me” says Meldrum, “While 
I am not qualified to offer an expert opinion 
on that subject [the fingerprints], l can offer 


Honobra Bigfoot Festival organizers, 
including LaVelle Rose and Katie Cog- 
burn, swap Bigfoot stories at Clancey's 
Country Store in Honobta. 

an i nfcrrned op i n io n.' 

Meldrum says he collaborated with a fo¬ 
rensics expert in Texas on Hallmarks prints. 
“He had a much more lengthy look at the 
prints, and he was convinced they were in¬ 
distinguishable from human print patterns, 
says Meldrum, “Of course, just how similar 
or dissimilar any Bigfoot palm or fingerprints 
would be from a humans remains to be seen, 
I suppose. But there just wasn't a whole lot of 
compelling evidence that came out of it." 

Meldrum admits he has had limited 
interaction with the Bigfoot phenomenon 
east of the Rocky Mountains. “That’s not a 
bias against the possibility” says Meldrum. 
“1 just have my hands full out here dealing 
with the data in my own backyard,” 

Meldrum didn’t plan to be a Bigfoot 
researcher, “1 got drawn into the suhject ac¬ 
tively when I first examined footprints from 
southern Washington, and now I have more 





Charles Hallmark 
believes the finger¬ 
prints on this cup 
are proof that Big- 
f oat-type creatures 
live near Sulphur. 




than two hundred footprint examples in my 
lab” he says. “For me personally, it is much 
more incredible to suggest this is a haphazard 
string of spurious hoaxes or misidenrifications 
than the trace of a real animal" 

f he problem, he says, is getting people to 
put aside their bias, “to get past the folklore 
and the tabloid sensational ism,” he says. 
“When 1 can get people to do that, they 
throw up their hands and say, I had no idea 
of the depth of the data and science that's 
going on here/” 

So, knowing what Mel- 
druni knows about the 
history and the evidence, 
does he think it might be 
possible there are members 
of this as yet undiscovcrcd 
species that might sustain 
themselves and remain hidden 
farther east, say, perhaps, in 
Oklahoma? Me Id rum has no 
problem going out on a limb. 

“I do/' he says, “You have to 
look at the biogeography in the 
historical sense and the current 

JH 


sense. There were periods of rime svhen different 
habitats had much different extension across 
the continent, and its very possible that some 
of those populations could have been isolated 
in out-of-the-way islands of habitat unusual 
or odd for a primate to be in. I m dubious 
about the reports that come in from every state 
in the union, but when you look across the 
country and follow the arboreal forests across 
the top of the country and back down across 
the Appalachians and into the Deep South, 
yo uVe got some very rugged, sparsely 
_ populated areas.” 

Hmm, rugged, sparsely popu¬ 
lated areas of the Deep South? 
Sounds a lot like a certain part of 
Oklahoma known in these parts 
as Little Dixie. 


D espite the lack of hard 

evidence, Oklahoma continues 
to be an unlikely but popular 
hotbed of purported Bigfoot activity and 
homegrown “research.” In what has become 
a broadcast news cliche, local reporters and 
amateur documentary filmmakers alike 
have ventured into the woods to record for 
posterity various rustlings in the dark. 

The results, however, are more akin to 
The Blair Witch Project than National Geo¬ 
graphic. In Bigfootvillty a show that regularly 
airs o n the I "ravel Channel, a n i n trep i d 
team of filmmakers travels to Oklahoma 
in search of Bigfoot. And they find him, 
too. At least there was someone out there in 
the darkness throwing rocks at the camera 
and stomping through the woods. 

But none of this is really new. Bigfoot has 
been around for some time. According to a 
1994 article in Outdoor Oklahoma, the stares 
first recorded Bigfoot sighting occurred in 
1849, when a trapper near Eaglccown reported 
a “man-beast” along the Little River. Other 
sightings followed: in 1915, two sigluings in 
1926 near the Mountain Fork River, a sighting 
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hamlet on the Pushmaraha7 LeFlore count)' 
line. In fact, they'd like to invite you to a party 
in his honor, 

“We think the Honobia Bigfbot Festival is 
going to grow into something big*'' says Honobia 
resident Katie Qjgburn. “The interesr in Bigfbot 
has really been sparked, and we hope to spark 
a whole lot more wirh this festival” 

Rather than view the publicity as a negative, 
Honobians have decided to embrace Bigfbot 
as a unique cultural heritage, an excuse to have 
a good time and an opportunity to shine a 
positive light on their little corner of the state- 
Take a local legend, add a few enthusiastic 
supporters, and the result is the first Honobia 
Bigfoot Festival September 30 and October 1 
at the Honobia Community Center. 

“Were basically trying to promote the area,” 
says Cogburn, who lives less than half a mile 
from one of the numerous sightings around 
Honobia, “Were looking at it as a potential 
economic dev elopment tool for an economi¬ 
cally depressed area. Its such a beautiful area, 
and its a shame no one knows about it ” 
When asked if she believes in Bigfoot, 
Cogburn just smiles and says, “1 believe this 
festival is going to be a lot of fun.” 

But there is no shortage of true believ¬ 
ers who gather to swap yarns at Clancey s 
Country Score in Honobia. Legends and 
half whispered talcs of grant, upright men 
abound in these mountains, 

Honobia native Ronny Hammer reenunts a 
story told by his grandfather about a turn-of- 
tlie-century occurrence on nearby Winding 
Stair Mountain, 

“My grandpa was a little boy when his 
parents had a cabin over there on the moun¬ 
tain,” says Hammer, sixty-two, “One night 




v * 




La Volte Rose, custodian of what she 
believes could be Bigfoot hair, holds up 
a photo of her daughter with a Bigfoot 
impersonator, 

near Honobia in 1951, one near Wi I burton 
in 1956, and the list goes on sporadically 
through the years, all remarkably similar: 
large, hairy, upright creature, only a glimpse 
before k was gone. 

Kyle Johnson has heard it all before. As 
the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservations resident biologist for the massive 
574,000-acre Honobia Creek and Three Rivers 


wildlife management areas in far southeastern 
Oklahoma, Johnson lives in the heart of the 
states most active Bigfoot area. 1 could almost 
hear the “oh-no-not-this-again' sigh escape his 
lips when 1 asked his opinion on Bigfoot. 

“The departments stance on Bigfooc is 
that it doesn't exist,” Johnson says flatly. “I 
can go out anywhere in the woods around 
here and easily find signs of every animal that 
lives here, but five never seen any evidence 
of a Bigfoot.” 

Just don’t say that to the residents of Hono¬ 
bia, If Bigfoot does indeed exist, he s got a 
number of friends in this tinv, remote little 






something showed up at the cabin, looking 
in the window, something they'd never seen 
before, and they shot it three times. It was a 
hairy-looking manlike creature weighing four 
hundred pounds. They got scared that they 
m igh t ge t i n t rou ble for shooting this ifii ng, so 
they buried it. But my great-grandma was too 
scared to stay there anymore, so they packed 
up and moved co Mena, Arkansas." 

Seventy-two-year-old Riley Donicagrew up 
cowboy i i ig the mountai ns am u n d Honob ia and 
nearby Nashoba, “I wouldn’t be surprised if it 
was true, " he says. “This is pretty wild country. 
JVe heard the stories* 

One such concerns a local Choctaw woman 
who used to explain die meaning of old Choctaw 
words co the young Riley. “One day 1 asked 
what Kiamichi meant. She thought awhile 
about it and then said, go no further."' 

According to Don ica, French trappers and 
explorers in the Red River basin would go up 
the Kiamichi River until they got to a certain 
point. “This Choctaw woman told me there 
were giants up there and that evidently the 
Choctaw guides would rit go any further up 
the Kiamichi because there was something 
there beyond their willingness to deal with. 
Now chats just an old legend, but it lends 
some credibility to the possibility there s always 
been something here that scares people.* 
LaVcllc Rose doesn’t scare easily and neither 
does her husband, Odell. 

u Hes sixty-five, he's been all over these 
mountains hunting and fishing, and he's never 
seen anything at all," she says. Bui about two 
years ago at their cabin, something happened. 
“Something called out, and it wasnt anything 
we had ever heard before,” says LaVelle, “It 
was the most awful sound. It made the hair 


stand up on the backs of our 
necks. Odell has hunted these 
mountains all his life, and 
he said hes never, ever heard 
anything like that." 

LaVelle s husband also has 
found strange hair he can’t 
identify. “It really smells had," 
says l aVcIlc. She offers rite bag 
to me. 1 open it and sniff the 
coarse brown hair inside. It 
stinks, like a deer hunter who’s ^ 
gone overboard with the bottled 
doe-in-heat. Whatever it came 
from—hairy man or hairy bcast^—is 
in desperate need of a bath. 

LaVelle is giving rhe sample to fellow 
Honobia resident Charles Branson so he can 
send it off to be tested. Branson describes 
himself as a “ 100 percent believer.” 

“Sure, I’ve seen them,” says Branson. 
“They re all over the country up here, and I 
promise you, its no joke. No one around here 
would bedumh enough to put on a monkey 
suit and walk around in the woods. There 
are a lot more sightings than you think, but 
most people don’t report them.” 

Perhaps the most infamous recent sighting 
occurred in 2000 just a mile or two down the 
road, when a locaI namcd Tim Humphreys 
claimed his family was repeatedly terrorized 
by a group of hairy, manlike creatures. The 
report generated a fair amount of publicity 
with articles in the Daily Oklahoman and Tulsa 
World and, before long, Honobia found itself 
the epicenter of a burgeoning Big foot buzz. 

“You wouldn't believe how many calls we 
get from people wanting to come down here 
and look for Big foot,” says Cogburn, “people 
from all over and internationally. The Texas 
Bigfoot Research Center called just the other 
day, and they’re coming. We have people down 
here hunting Bigfoot all the time.” 

“A bunch of them are staying over at some 
cabins in Octavia this weekend,” says festival 
committee member Bill Babcock. “Its like 
that every weekend.” 

However the rest of the world may feel about 
the veracity of area Bigfoot sightings, Honobia 
residents display a remarkable protectiveness 

A fingerprint analysis prepared by 
Charles Hallmark shows a human print/ 
left/ and a large specimen collected 
from the Chickasaw National Recre¬ 
ation Area, right. Above, a footprint 
casting, also from Hallmark 


of “their” Bigfoot, 

“If l knew where one 
was staying, I wouldn't tell 
a n yo n c,” says H a m m e r. “A 11 
they’d do is go up there and 
hunt them out. They’re not 
hurting anybody.” 

But the question remains: 
Does Bigfoot really roam these 
woods? Again, the science says 
no. In 2002, the biological survey 
conducted an intensive twenty- 
four-hour inventory of Beavers 
Bend Resort Park, which lies well 
within Bigfoots presumed territory, 
“We didn't turn anything up there, either," 
says Kelly. 

I N THE END, DOES IT REALLY M Al¬ 
ter? Maybe Bigfoot is as real as each 
of us chooses to make him, and in an 
ever-shrinking world increasingly bereft of 
mystery, perhaps its not crazy to want to 
believe in something fantastic, something 
beyond our ability to understand or ana¬ 
lyze. The sweaty-palmed seven-year-old in 
me certainly wants to think so, even some 
twenty-seven years later and a lifetime 
spent trudging around the woods without 
so m uch as a peep from Bigfoot. 

One recent evening, 1 drove up into the 
mountains surrounding Honobia, parked 
the truck on a logging road, and took a stroll 
in the woods. As I walked along under the 
sheltering canopy of trees, I thought that if 
Bigfoot doesn’t live in Oklahoma, may he he 
should consider relocating. I can think of few 
areas prettier than our parks and mountains 
and no friendlier people anywhere. 

I sat on a rock and watched the sun go 
down through a break in rhe trees. Off in 
the distance, a branch snapped, and 1 sud¬ 
denly realized just how dark it was getting. 
As the shadows grew long, I hurried my 
way back to the truck. It was time to get off 
that mountain. I wasn’t scared. I mean, who 
believes in Bigfoot, right? 

/ he Honobia Bigfoot Festival runs September 
30 to October / from 9a. m* to 6 p. m. The fes¬ 
tival includes a Bigfoot hunt, food vendors, arts 
and cra fts, storytelling, and a Bigfoot wedding. 
(580) 244-3292 or honobia bigfoot festival 
com. For area accommodations , try Beavers 
Bend Lodge at Beavers Bend Resort Park, ten 
miles north of Broken Bow . (580) 494-6179 
o r bea vers bend, co m, 



It’s Friday night, and anybody with a self-respecting 
social calendar can be found at the local high school 
football stadium, waving flags and cheering on the 
hometown favorite. This debut field, where tomorrow’s 
top NFL recruits hone their budding talents, plays host 
to winners and losers, some destined for coaching ca¬ 
reers, a precious few for Sunday afternoon pro games. 
As we enter Oklahoma’s most exciting sports season, 
Oklahoma Today a sked the state’s leading sportswriters 
for their favorite seniors among top college recruits at 
the high school level Two from Oklahoma City, one from 
Ardmore, Gerald McCoy, Sam Bradford, and Jermaine 
Gresham topped their lists, each bringing a certain 



integrity and prodigious athleticism to their home 
teams. Two hours a night on the telephone with college 
recruiters? A future hometown hero? Here’s the real 
story of what it’s like to be the next big thing, beyond 
the hype, behind closed doors. Let the games begin. 


From left: Gerald McCoy of Southeast High 
School in Oklahoma City, Sam Bradford 
of Putnam City North High School, and 
Jermaine Gresham of Ardmore High School 
are considered three of the top players in 
high school football for the 2005 season. 
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The Real McCoy 

^■KOM HIS PRIVILEGED AND RELATIVELY 
anonymous position on the sidelines beneath 
the glare of the Friday night lights, Gerald 
McCoy hears It all: 

“That guys a monster!” "Somebody stop that 
guy!” "Tliat guys killing us!" 

And once, in an unsportsmanlike outburst borne 
of sheer frustration: “Somebody punch that guy In 
the jewels!” 

I hat guy is McCoys son, Gerald. But the elder Mc¬ 
Coy, who often carries the yardage chains during his sons 
games, takes the commentary in stride, “When you hear 
that, you just kind of smile to yourself” he says, "Gerald 
knows how to rake care of himself out there," 

Does he ever, McCoy, who plays defensive tackle, 
last year pillaged opposing teams for twenty-three 
tackles for losses, including twenty quarterback 
sacks—a state record, 

A senior at Oklahoma City’s Southeast: High School, 
McCoy is nothing less than a mountain of a young 
man. Unfortunately for rival teams, this mountain has 
legs—fast legs that propel bis six-foot-five-inch, 290- 
pound frame at speeds that have made him the bane 
of the backfield. Simply put, McCoy, at age seventeen, 
looks and plays like a man in the midst of boys, using 
his size and speed ro devastating advantage, 

"Were talking about a kid who benches 360 and 
squats 700 pounds " says Southeast High School head 
football coach Michael Branch. “If you look at 
his feet and you re not paying attention to his 
size, you cl he hard-pressed to tell the difference 
between his feet and a running hack’s." 

When it comes to his opponents, McCoy, 
says Branch, “just overwhelms them. He gets a 
lot of double teams and sometimes three guys 
on him because coaches know if he gets loose, 
its going to be a long night ” 


Gerald 'GK' McCoy was 
all smiles as a child. He 
grew up in Oklahoma City 
with his parents, Gerald 
and Patricia, and older 
sisters Kym and Nicki* 


Many coaches have experienced that long night, 
including James Sutteer, former assistant coach for 
Oklahoma Citys Star Spencer High School, who re¬ 
members McCoy slinging offensive linemen around like 
toys. “We could not block him," Sutteer says. “There is 
a difference between a big guy and a big, athletic guy 
McCoys a big, athletic guy," 

Known by friends, family, and fans alike as GK, 
last year McCoy pulverized his way through one oft 
tensive line after another, smothering quarterbacks 
like Mount Vesuvius on Pompeii. “Hes probably 
the best talent Lve seen at the school," Branch says, 
“Since lve been coaching at Southeast rhe past eight 
years, weve probably had four kids with the same type 
of physical talent but only one with the same work 



ethic, and that kid signed with the Seattle Seahawks 
a month ago." 

In fact, Rivals.com, which tracks the nations top one 
hundred high school prospects, ranks McCoy number 
fourteen overall and number two among high school 
defensive cackles nationwide, saying, "A dominant de¬ 
fensive tackle who fights through blocks extremely well, 
McCoy has great athletic ability fora player his size. He 
runs well for a big guy and at times does a great job of 
anticipating the snap count to get easy penetration " 

McCoys physical immensity and athleticism have 
translated into an off-held recruiting frenzy, with scouts 
and coaches for the nations top-ranked Division l 
programs visiting Southeast in hopes of luring the boy 
into their programs. McCoys A list includes Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, USC, Louisiana State, Nebraska, Notre Dame, 
and Miami. The attention has been almost unrelenting, 
affording McCoy more than a glimpse of what may await 
him further down field in his football career. 

For a modest, church going young man who takes as 
much satisfaction in his grade point average of 3.5 as 
in his football statistics, all the adulation is a little over¬ 
whelming, though welcome. "Its fun, to be honest, I m 
having a whole, whole, whole lot of fun," says McCoy, 
“I take it in stride and love it. I could easily get cocky, 
hut Fm not going to. Im going to enjoy it." 

McCoy says he has grown accustomed to the inces¬ 
sant phone calls from recruiters lobbying him about 
what a great addition he wilt make to the Uni versin' of 
So-and-So. But it’s his sudden status as a community 
celebrity that he finds most unexpected and that has 
taken some getting used to. 

“I was out the other day at Incredible Pizza, and when 
I got back, it was posted on the In feme r that I was there!" 
he says. “I cant go anywhere without attention." 

With a little bit of luck, no major injuries, and further 
refinement of skills, that fuss could continue fora long 
time, McCoy makes no secret of his ultimate ambitions, 
“1 want to go to the NFL" he says. 
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—Gerald McCoy 



And his chances are good, according to Branch. “I think 
he has a very bright future in the game. He has a desire 
to learn and a work ethic that will carry him far.” 

If, somehow, things don’t work out, McCoy has a 
back-up plan and the grades to support it. “I’ll probably 
major in childcare and development and one day build 
a center for children to come in off the streets and help 
them with strategies for making it through life.” 

In the meantime, McCoy says he’ll be concentrating 
on making his senior year at Southeast even better than 
hist seasons 6-4. “I want a good season with my team,” 
he says. “I’m not worried about recruiting. I’m just go¬ 
ing to concentrate on a successful season and get more 
sacks and tackles and do my part” 

McCoys father says the decision on where Gerald 
will play college ball is up to his son. For his part, GK 
says he’ll be consulting regularly with a higher authority 
before milking his announcement. 

“I don’t do anything without the Lord,” he says. 

Once McCoy has moved on to college, it’s likely 
Southeast’s rival coaches will breathe a sigh of relief 
that number ninety-seven is no longer lined up against 
them. “Thats something I hear all the time,” Branch 
says, chuckling. “‘Is he gone yet? ” 

Sam I Am 

UTNAM CITY NORTH’S SAM BRADFORD IS 
one of those athletes who comes equipped with 
that rare combination of talent and character 
every coach craves: intense competitiveness, a 
cool head under pressure, intelligence, and, of 
course, natural physical ability that puts him head and 
shoulders above nearly everyone in his class. 

“This is my thirteenth year as head coach, and he may 
be the best player I’ve ever coached,” says Bob Wilson. 
“He’s one of those players with the full package. He’s 
got all the intangibles. He’s a great student, a leader on 
the field, and a humble kid, too.” 

Wilson doesn’t exaggerate. Putnam City’s six-four, 
two hundred-pound star quarterback also happens to 
be a scratch golfer and an All-City basketball player. 
Bradford can throw a ninety-mile-per-hour fastball or 
a mean body check in ice hockey with equal aptitude. 
He’s nothing less than an athletic Terminator. 

“I’m usually not one to project kids being able to 
play pro,” Wilson says. “But he has that ability. He 
could be playing on Sunday. He has that type of arm, 
no doubt about it.” 

That arm threw 295 completed passes for 3,694 yards 
and 27 touchdowns in his sophomore and junior years 
combined. But before Bradford’s vaunted arm gets the 
chance to make its Sunday afternoon debut, it’s going 
to have to sling more than a few passes on Saturday af¬ 


ternoons in college. Fortunately for Bradford, his college 
career, or at least the opportunity to forge a collegiate 
football career, is assured. Heavily recruited by a number 
of Division 1 programs, Bradford verbally committed to 
the University of Oklahoma in spring 2005. 

“1 like their offense, and I think it fits me,” Bradford 
says. “I kind of had it in my mind that I wanted to make 
my decision before my senior season to have it out of 
the way so I could concentrate on my team and have 
fun with my friends. It was definitely a relief when I 
made my big decision.” 

Getting the opportunity to play for OU is nothing 
less than a boyhood dream come true for Bradford. “I’ve 
always been an OU fan,” he says. “We have season tickets 
and go to all the games. Plus, my dad went there. We 
met with Coach Stoops and Coach Long [OU’s offensive 
coordinator], and I liked everything about that meeting. 
It’s so close to home and felt like the right place.” 

Bradford has only verbally committed to OU, and 
NCAA rules bar coaches from commenting on pros¬ 
pects. It’s an obvious bet, however, that Stoops and 
Long see Bradford’s potential for being instrumental 
to OU’s program. 

Although grateful for the attention (Bradford received 
scholarship offers from four schools and letters of interest 
from at least fifteen others), he says there isn’t much he'll 
miss about the recruiting frenzy. “At times it was fun 
and everything was kind of new, but by the end it just 
got old,” he says. “I got tired of spending an hour and 
a half or two hours every night on die phone talking to 
five different coaches. It got to the point that I didn’t 
want to answer the phone.” 

An only child, Bradford came by his athletic ability 
the old-fashioned way—he inherited it. His mother, 
Martha, is a physical education instructor, and his 
father, Kent, was an offensive lineman for the Sooners 
in the late 1970s. 

The elder Bradford coached his son from an early 
age, and while he was pleased to see Sam’s growing love 
for the gridiron, he was careful to steer the boy into 
the quarterback position and away from the bruising 
monotony and relative anonymity of the offensive line, 
where he himself had once played. 

“Back when he first started playing, I said, ‘Buddy, 
playing back there with your hands on the ball is a lot 
more enjoyable than playing on the line,*” Kent says. 
“Besides, he’s not built like a lineman.” 

While his parents were thrilled to see their son’s athletic 
inclinations and later accomplishments, Bradford says 
their support was never pushy. Nor did his parents dictate 
his college decision. “My parents have been really cool,” 
he says. “They never told me I had to play, and they said 
they’d support me wherever I decided to go.” 



Sam Bradford started 
playing sports at age five, 
inspired by his father Kent, 
a former offensive lineman 
for the Oklahoma Sooners, 
and his mother Martha, a 
physical education teacher. 
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Putnam City North quarter¬ 
back Sam Bradford looks 
downfield for a pass* 



—Bob Wilson on Sam Bradford 


With his tall, lean frame and 4.6-second forty-yard 
speed, 11 Big Chief," as he is known to his Putnam 
City North teammates, has the ability to see over a 
defensive line, make his reads, and scramble out of 
danger if necessary. With another twenty-five pounds 
of muscle and some forging in OUs quarterback 
furnace, Bradford ultimately should pose a danger 
to the toughest of Division I defenses. 

“Ivc always liked Brert Favre because lie was tough" 
Bradford says of the Green Bay quarterback. “1 want to be 
like that-—a tough quarterback known to take a hit.” 

Bradford "5 a quarterback teammates and coaches can 
rely on to elevate the level of play and turn a game around, 
Wilson remembers one home game last year: "I felt like 
the effort wasn’t where it should be, and I came in at 
halftimeand jumped Sam pretty hard. A quarterback 
is a guy you put pressure on anyway, and l told him it 
was time for him to step up. He went out and got us 
two touchdowns and threw for 2St) yards." 

Bradford owes his success and prospects at least as 
much to his work ethic and cool head as to his natural 
athletic abilities. "He thrives under pressure,” says Wilson, 
who coached the Panthers last year to a 8-3 season. "I've 
never seen him lose his cool." 

He'll need that cool to make it at the Division 1 
level, where the quality of the opposing talent goes up 
exponentially compared ro high school, Bradford says 
he II be ready. 

H I know everything is going to be a lot quicker," he 
says. I don't know if you can prepare for it before you 
get there. I think its just going to take a lot of dedica¬ 
tion. HI study the film. 111 study my release, every day 
trying to get better by working hard." 

Working hard doesn't come only on the football field 
for Bradford. He maintains a 4.2 grade point average (with 
honors courses) and scored high on his college entrance 
exams. Although football will make huge demands of 
his time at OU, he Intends to study business and attend 
law school—unless rhe pros come calling, 

"1 havent even thought about it,” Bradford says of 
playing in the NFL before quickly adding, "Every kid 
has dreams, but I've never thought about it seriously. 


Fm still thinking about winning a state title,” 

Thats the kind of thing his current coach likes to 
hear. Boh Wilson has Bradford for one more year, and 
when hes gone, you get the sense he'll miss more than 
just a great quarterback 

"We are fortunate to have him for another season, " 
Wilson says, “Probably the inside story is how great a 
kid he is. 1 have daughters, and I always wanted a son. 
If Fd had one, Id want him to be like Sam." 

It's All Jermaine 

J ERMAINE GRESHAM IS A HARRIED QUAR- 
terbacks best friend and a coach’s dream come 
true. Just ask former Ardmore quarterback Drew 
McAdoo, whose memories of being chased around 
the backfield by the likes of Oklahoma City 
Southeasts Gerald McCoy are still vivid. Even with the 
monstrous McCoy breathing down his neck, McAdoo 
always knew he had a safety valve in the form of his 
six-six, 230-pound teammate, 

"Any quarterback who’s got a six-six receiver, hes going 
to be your go-to gu v," says McAdoo, starting quarterback 
at Ardmore from 2002 to 2003 and currently a freshman 
at Oklahoma City University on a baseball scholarship. 
“When I got rushed out of the pocket. I'd look up, and 
most of the time, he was the biggest guy on the field. 
He made me feel like J was a quarterback.” 

Such is Greshams imposing size and talent that he 
lifts the level of play for the entire Ardmore team. Last 
year, he combined with McAdoo to reel in fifty-two 
catches for 736 yards and has so far chalked up fifteen 
high school career touchdowns. This season looks to be 
even better, says his coach, Mike Lovd. 

“Once he gets his hands on the ball, hes tough to 
bring down," Loyd says. “I've never seen the first guy 
bring him down " 

With Ardmore in a tight spot—-last year they were 
7-4—Gresham is known to do whatever it takes to 
get the extra yard, "You have to respect a big guy 
who can run,” McAdoo says. "As a receiver he can 
go across the middle, make the big catch, and get the 
first down. He'd do whatever he had to do, even drag 
players, to get the first down. Wed call his number, 
and he came up with the big play to keep us going. 
Hed make two or three big plays every game and 
turn the game in our favor,” 

Thanks to Greshams big plays and big size, Ardmore 
isn't the only team calling the seventeen-year-olds num¬ 
ber these days. Since last season, Division 1 recruiters 
have deluged Gresham and Loyd with inquiries and 
visits. With size and talent to spare, Gresham is an 
obvious prize for any competitive D-l program looking 
for a tight end with speed, hands, brute strength, and 
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-Mike Loyd on Jermaine Gresham 



a take-no-prisoners competitive attitude, 

llivals.com ranks him fifty-fust in its top one hun¬ 
dred elite college recruits and second in the nation for 
his position, and many top collegiate programs have 
already offered him scholarships, 4 He’s been getting a 
lot of attention Loyd says, '‘He’s gotten oilers from 
USC, LSU, OU, and Miami, among others,” 

So far, Gresham, a deep-voiced young man of few 
words, has been mum about his future in collegiate 
ball. “A lot of schools came to see me,” he says. *Tm 
trying not to get a big head about it* to stay humble. I 
just want to have fun with it.” 

Gresham says he plans to decide on a school sometime 
this season and that the decision will be pretry much his 
alone: Neither his mother nor his father have been in the 
picture for much of Greshams childhood. Compared to 
those difficulties, the opportunity to choose from among 
the nations elite football schools must be a sweet one, 
indeed, "'For a kid coming from his background, he's 
been tremendous,” Loyd says, “I think hes overcome 
a lot of obstacles," 

I h rough the years, coaches have taken Gresham under 
their wings, I his past summer, G resham was employed 
cutting grass and trimming weeds at Ardmore High 
School to earn a little extra money to help make ends 
meet. When he needed a ride to early-morning practices, 
a coach was dispatched to pick him up. 

"They call him Duck,” Loyd says. “One morning a 
coach went to pick him up, and here was tills six-foot- 
live ninth grader, and these little ducks would follow 
Jermaine across the from yard. The coach started calling 
him that, and it stuck/’ 

Gresham has faced some academic struggles, hut 
Loyd says he’s pulled his grades up mostly into the A 
and B range, ' l ie’s really improved academically and 



he wants to do well” 

While football is going to be his ticket to college, 
it worn be his sole focus once he’s there, “fin trying 
ro get a college scholarship and a free education,’ he 
says, “If I done make it [inu> the NFL], I can still get 
a good job,” 

Loyd has watched Gresham since the boy was a 
promising sixth-grade athlete. Although his foothill I 
potential was obvious, Loyd believed Gresham would 
take his talent in a different direction, “Everyone was 
telling me he would be the next Kobe Bryant, Thar kid 
can jump. Hes got a m i d -1 h i rt tes Vertical leap. 

Gresham has been one of those rare dual stars, 
overwhelming opponents with his size and agility both 
on grass and hardwood. In the first game of the 2005 
state basketball tournament, Gresham posted Kobe-like 
numbers with thirty-nine points, Loyd says. Neverthe¬ 
less, Gresham says its football he intends to focus on in 
co I lege and beyc j nd, try i n g to flirt he r refi ne his talent 
and find a niche in a sport that demands more at each 
successive level. 

Gresham is confident his competitive attitude and 
desire to succeed w ill get him over any hurdles, or op¬ 
posing players, in his way. "My mindset is that whoever 
is in front of me, I'm going to beat them” he says. “1 
done mind competition, because any competition is 
going to make me better. I like it.” 

Randy Moss of the Oakland Raiders, he says, is the 
player he draws inspiration from. "‘I like his style. He’s 
different from everybody else/’ 

David Seeley, sports editor of the Daily Ardmoreht\ 
likes Greshams style, too. “He is obviously a very good 
athlete who uses size to his advantage/ 1 Seeley says. “He 
should have one pretty good senior season to remember, 
and die sky is the limit after that.” 

Loyd adds that Gresham’s humble manner should 
help him succeed throughout his career. “He's one of 
the funnest kids to be around. He’s always been a good 
kid, and I think sometimes the attention kind of embar¬ 
rasses him” he says. 

How far will Greshams talent take him? Loyd believes 
football fans will be hearing about Jermaine Gresham 
for years to come, “I Ve coached fifteen or twenty kids 
whoVe played in the NFL, and Jermaines as good as 
any Lve had. I think he’ll play twelve, thirteen, fourteen 
years in the NFL, l know he has the right stuff for a 
future in this game.” 

7 he Southwest Spartans first home game is on September 
Sat Speegle Stadium; the Putnam City North Panthers first 
home game is on September 17at Putnam City Stadium; and 
the Ardmore Tigers play tfceirfirst home game on September 
9 at Noble Stadium. All games begin at 7:30 /> m. 



Jermaine Gresham, a 
hometown sports star in 
Ardmore who excels on 
both the gridiron and the 
hardwood, counts much of 
the south-central Oklaho¬ 
ma community as fans. 
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800-922-2118 • GreenCountryOK.com 
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ExplOVP the Art & History of the 
Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, 
Creek, & Seminole Tribes. 


SEPT, 5-10: Celebrating Muscogee (Creek) Traditions 
SEPT’* 19—24; Celebrating Cherokee Traditions 
OCT, 1-31: The Masters Art Show 


The Five Civilized Tribes Museum 

877.587.4237 • 918.683.1701 
Agency Hill on Honor Heights Drive # Muskogee* OK 74401 
Mon-Sat 10-5 * Sun 1-5 * www.fivetribes.org 




Bartlesville 
ConmmnitTp center 




Northeastern Oklahoma's 
Award-winning 
jg . Natn/e American \ 

f n tfirf f ill si n hf l ArtO 


A 


tntertrihal Celebration 

www. ok la 


Fine Arts Market 
Intertribal Powwow 
Gallery Exhibit 
Storytelling 
Silent Art Auction 
Horse Painting 
Gospel Sing 
Hands-on Opportunities 
Kids Games and Pony Rides 



MINI BACCARAT 


In one day you can play your favonte card games, take a spin 
around the 24-hour casino, play a sound of golf, dp a cold beer 
or cocktail, enjoy steak and fresh seafood, listen to live music 
and sleep in a beautifully appointed hotel room. Don't forget 
you get to wake up and do it all over again tomorrow. 


010 


RESORT 


1-44 & 193rd E. Ave 
Exit 240 / Tulsa, Oklahoma 
(800) 760-6700 
dierokeecasmo.com 
Know your limits. Gambling problem? 
Please call (BOO) 522*4700. 
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ORDER YOUR 

GUIDES 




September 8-10 

Featuring Headliners... 

Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder 
Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver 
Marty Raybon * Meionie Cannon 
& Tennessee Road * Blue Ridge 
Mountain Heart * The Grascals 
And many more... 


FREE Concerts - Salsa Camperirion 
Mid-America Regional Chill Cook-off 
Arts £ Crafts * Open Car Show 
Judged Quilt Show * Kiddie Korol 
Junior Showcase * Dance Exhibitions 
Best Country in the City 
Vocaltsi Competllion 


For Festival & Entry Information 

Glueyros$ & Chill Festival 
419 W, Will Rogers Blvd. 
Claremore, OK 74017 
(918)341-2818 
www.claremore.org 




Experience the Osafje * .,. - 

wfierv w>u Ti&tivi* tfi if Tost and ‘fhr^am tiu* 7 ututc 


hii more infoiTiviMon pn qv paints of irttaifst Qf Ed vJiijr.lLilo A tOUl pleostf CCHlLv!: 
m W MAIN 
PAWHUbKA, OK 74056 
077/207*5396 


VINITA’S WILD WEEKEND! 

Saturday, September 10, 2005 

26th Annual World's Largest 
Calf Fry Festival fr Cook-off j 

Celebrity Judges * Arts Crafts * Childrens Games * Live Mij 

Cowboy Games, 9 a.m. to Noon 

, Cutting, Branding, Doctoring..,Old-time Action in Beal Til 


Gates open at 6 p.m. 


He Downtown * Antique Shopping * Wine Tasting 8? ToulC^ 
l&stern Trails Museum * Virtnle Ream Cultural Center 
Battle of Big Cabin Creak * Birthplace of Dr. Phil ^ 


/INITA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

918,256.7133 * Fax 918.256.8261 
vmita.com ■ chambep@viiiita.aom 


Osage Visiter arid Cultural Center 
Osage Tribal Museum 
Tallgrass Prairie Preserve 
Osage Tribal Council Chambers 
Whitehall Memorial 
Historic Lookout Mountain 
Osage Hills State Park 
Woolaroc Park & Museum 
Bigheart Museum 
Historic Drummond Mansion 
Hominy City of Murals 
Osage County Historical Museum 


U‘K takr y<mr r/Sniwv at omt ■ >} aur 3 Osapt* Walton t asiru^s 
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FRONTIER COUNTRY 

1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 
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1-800-652-6552 



2 GREAT EVENTS IN 
ONE GREAT DAY! 


Saturday. October 8 
Memorial Park 
5th St. 6 Little Ave. 
Cushing. OK 

I7TH FESTIVAL 
IN THE PARK 

10 am. -5 p.m 

Juried Ats Shout & Sale * Chid CookOff 
Hue Entertainment * Food V^rtdoj'S 
Kids Activities * FREE Admission & Asking 



16 th Geographic Club 
Run for the Mums 

L/52ITF Sanctioned 5K Hoad Race 
Rfgjsfralrori at ? 30 a m 
Race Start 8:3Q a m 

co dy ffltry fee includes J ifurr 
%20 0(1^ of the race) 



F^TIVAL (MfO 
Cushing Chamber 
of Commerce 
913/225-2400 
Race In to 
Kelly Dilfey 
913/223-6639 



For complete 
information on Frontier 
Country events, attractions, 
and destinations, or for a 
FREE copy of the 2005 
Frontier Country Vacation 
Guide, call our Tourist 
Infoline at 

(800) 386-6552 

or visit us online at 



OCTOBKR 22 
1> )WNT( >YVN WHWC )K A 


Over 100 craft & food vendors 
Carnival activities * Quilt & needlework 
show * An photog^ihpy show 
Music * Parade at 10am * tlar Show 
An ih] ue tracior shiw * Sorghum 
production on ihc Seminole 
Nation Museum grounds 


www.oktourismxom I VVkh ' ok A SosV *s7-s+«? 



ALIEN CREATURE? 


Come discover the mysteries of 

BURGESS SHALE: Evolution ’s Big Bang 

July I through Nov. 27 


the SAM NOBLE 
OKI. AH DMA MUSEUM 
of Natural history 


Smithsonian Institution 


A special enhibilkm prewnicdhy tlsi: lAzpartmciiE uf Paleobiology. Manorial Museum i>|'Natural Misuses. 
Smiihsoniiin Institution, atid ttw Smithsonian Jiutituiiun Traveling Ethibiiion Service (SITES L 

2401 Chautauqua Ave, Norman (405 ) 325-4712 
vv w w. s n 0111 n h.ou.ed u 

Tbc UnJiwrt}' nit JLIuIkhhj it< jit equal (KppurtunM> iitrtiimkiti 


No. this is 
Ay she ala, 
an animal from 
Earth’s deep past, 
found in a fossil 
deposit more than 
500 million 
years old. 


Science fiction monster? 



October 22, 2005 - January 8, 2006 

This National Cowboy Museum 
exhibition showcases the work of 
Lee Moorhouse, a photographic 
hobbyist from the Pacific 
Northwest who recorded the 
transition from frontier life to the 
early modern era. 


NATIONAL 

COWBOY 


I-44/Exit 128B or 129 
1700 NE 63rd St 
Oklahoma City, OK 
(4051478-2250 
www. nationatco wboymuseum.org 


& WESTERN HEflPTAGE 

MUSEUM 

Soss 


Pendleton Photographer: 

Lee Moorhouse and the Real West 
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"We should prepare students not just to get into college, but to succeed there/ 

— State superintendent Sandy Garrett in The Oklahoman, July 27, 2004 




these Oklahoma 


Click on 
college savings and 
scholarship program 
websites, they're a c 
investment! 




ogslp.org 

ok4saving.org 

okhighered.org 


Instructor's Guide Enclosed 


By Brooke Adcox 


MAKE 

THE GRADE 


5th grade: Develop 
good study habits. 

6th grade: Talk to 
someone who at¬ 
tended college. 

7th grade: Think 
about interesting jobs 
and talk to people in 
those professions. 

8th grade: Enroll in 
OHIAP if your family 
qualifies. Take the 
EXPLORE test. 

9th grade; Talk to 
a counselor about 


college-prep courses. 
Get involved in 
sports or community 
programs. Your high 
school transcripts 
begin this yean 

1 Oth grade; Last 
chance to enroll in 
OH LAP. Take the prac 
tfee PSAT/NMSQT 
tests. Investigate 
advanced placement 
programs, 

11th grade: Enroll in 
core courses required 


for college entry. Take 
the PSAT/NMSQT, 
ACT, and SAT exams. 
Narrow your choice 
of colleges ond re¬ 
search financial aid. 

12th grade; Retake 
the ACT and SAT to 
improve scores. Earn 
college credit with 
AP courses. Apply 
for college and com¬ 
plete financial aid 
applications. 


Truth or Consequences 

Determine if these college tidbits are true or false. 


^ 1 Iil 1 average lifetime earnings for college 

1 graduates are 20 to 40 percent higher 
than those who do not attend college. 

□ true 

□ false 

6% Yoli don t need to think about college 
until your senior year of high school. 

□ true 

□ FALSE 

The state of Oklahoma doesn't offer 
full-tuition college scholarships. 

□ true 

□ false 

M Oklahoma colleges cost an average ot 
■§ $6,500 to $ 1 1,000 per year. 

□ true 

□ FALSE 

R? Out-ohsiate colleges offer more complete 
%9 and comprehensive programs. 

□ true 

□ FALSE 


PROGRAM 

Make college your plan. Oklahoma s GEAR UP program has all the right tools to make you a 
top-notch college pupil. Over the past six years , GEAR UP has pumped approximately $75 million 
into preparing students academically, socially and financially, in an effort to get them excited about 
life beyond high school GEAR UP provides you—and your counselors, teachers f and parents—with 
informational videos, pamphlets , and websites , Don't forget to cheek out the Oklahoma Higher 
Learning Access program> or OH LAP an Oklahoma full-tuition scholarship program. For more 
information, contact your counselor or GEAR UP, (405) 225-9239 or okhighered.org/geantp. 


ANSWERS ON PAGE 61 





























M C CURTAIN COUNTY 

(580) 584-3393 • www.McCurtainCountyGetaways.com 



Beavers Bend Getaways 

Private Luxury Cabins 


• I loi Tubs 

• Cozy Fireplaces 

• Mountain Hike Rentals 


Hwy z^g near IVoknt Bow l ake and Rowers IVikJ Stale Park 

580-4Q4-6 lib • www.BeaversBendGetaways.coit! 



a TO Z GUEST SHUCK 


* Situated next to 175,000 acres of Department of Wildlife 
land for you to explore on horse back or ATV 

* 1,437 acres ol private land to ride on 

- Over 150 miles of marked equestrian trails to explore 

■ Bring your own horse and organize your own private 
trail ride or join one ol our organized trail rides 

* Ten rental horses 

■ 4 Cabins 

* Log cabin will accommodate from 
1 to 17 guests 

' 27 RV sites with water and electric 
hookups 

North of SmithviHe 

580 - 244-3729 

www.atoiguestranch.com 




Double facuzzis Cozy Fireplaces $ Fishing $ Hiking 

Mountain Bikes and Canoes included FREE 

www.RiversEdgeCottages.com • (580) 244-7296 

Located on Huy. 4 ensi afSmithville 38 mks north of Broken Bow 




























KATIE BENOIT 


GETAWAY 

GUIDE 


Hot Spots 


WHERE TO GO IN OKLAHOMA NOW 


“Get out!* easily could he falls motto , These 
selections run the gamut* from the town where 
a star was horn to a wild night under the 
stars . And if all that going and doing requires 
some restorative couch-sitting weve offered an 
Oklahoma-fa voted TV break. Happy autumn! 



AMERICAN IDOL, Live!: A 

blond songbird named Car¬ 
rie Underwood, the newest 
American Idol, has put the 
sleepy little railroad town 
of Checotah on the map. 

Its been there all along, of 
course, offering up great cats 
at the Katy Cafe (210 West 
Gentry; 918/473-2535) 
and loads of railroad hisLory 
at the Katy Depot Center 
(918/473-6377). 

STEAK1NG A Claim: Since 
1997, Keith Gammon has 
been serving thick, juicy 
steaks at his name¬ 
sake restaurant, 

Flying G Steak- 
house in Seiling 
(U.S, Highway 
270; 580/922- 

6110), lire extras 
include twice-baked 
potato casserole, 
salad, and homemade 
apple dumplings. 


EVERYTHING AND die 

Kitchen Sink: Canvass 
20,000 square feet of new 
and used merchand ise at the 

J!ahitat Renovation Sta¬ 
tion (1800 Monh Broad¬ 
way; 405/232-5592) in 
Oklahoma City, All profits 
benefit Central Oklahoma 
Habitat for Humanity. 

APPLY NOW: Tulsa's Bella 
II Fiore (hellabeauty.net) 
cosmetics boasts celebrity 
fans like Teri Hatcher and 
Jennifer Aniston. You'll 
headline with roller ball c*ye 
shadows, lip plumpers, and a 
sugar scrub sure to leave you 
glowing. Check them out 
at Pavilion on the Plaza in 
Tulsa (918/299-8409) or the 
Make Up Bax in Oklahoma 
City (405/810-1226). 


MOTHER ROAD Memories: 

Get your kicks at Route 
66: Avenue of Dreams. 

Hi i rty-se ve n p hotographs 
taken by documencarian 
Drew Knowles and his 
wife Lauren will make a 
September I to October 
I 5 stop at the Museum 
of Pioneer History in 
Chandler (719 Manvel 
Avenue; 405/258-2425). 

WILD THING: For your 
next ove rtiigh t, c h eck 

put die Wolf Cabin 
at Safari's Interactive 
Animal Sanctuary (26881 
East Fifty-eighth Street; 
918/357-5683) in Broken 
Arrow. I til he a far cry from 
city life. $75 a night. 

PINING AWAY: 

Surrounded by shortleaf 
p i n es a n d ha rd woo ds, 

Tali men a State Park 

is a 

great place to pitch a 
tent or park an RV 
during this foliage- 
filled time of year. 
Bonus: The tent and 
RV sites arc near the 
Ouachita National 
Forest. $8 and $ 16 
per night. 


READ ALL About In 
t)klahoma Otv archi tec 1 11re 
firm Elliott + Associates 

(405/232-9554; e-a-a.com) 
recently moved into the 
top ten list of the Ameri¬ 
ca n I nsi i t u te of Arch i tects 
most-awarded firms. Tie 
Choctaw Library (2525 
Muzzy; 405/390-8418), 
opened in winter 2004, is a 
striking example of the firm's 
Oklahoma work. 



WISTERIA LANE, 73750 : 
The Oklahoma connec¬ 
tions for A BC 7 s Desperate 
Housewives are adding up 
faster than you can say, 'Is 
Rex dead?” Mystery woman 
Betty Applewhite is played 
by Tulsa's Alfre Woodard, 
and the shows creator, Marc 
Cherry, lived in Kingfisher 
as a child and says the show's 
inspiration was in Oklaho¬ 
ma, Don't iniss the Septem¬ 
ber premiere on ABC. 
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5ta\>trs Btnd 

WlLSLlFs 

ti ivC 

Locatid af flu entrance to 
Beax'trs Bold State Park 
-Call forjroup ratts- 

wm.pu\i-nLt.cominaturi 



janetcress ^ ne-net.com 

www.brokenbjo.wlastresortvCom 


[Near Beavers^ BencTState 1 Partf 
Cedar Creek Golf Course] 
r BrokenlBow Lake] 



Whip-Poor-Will Resort 

Log Cabins, fudge factory 8? Gift, Shop 


OPEN YEAR ROUND 
12 miles north of Broken Bow on Hwy 259 
At the entrance to Cedar Creek Golf Course 
Near Beavers Bend State Park and Broken Bow Lake 

17 cabins all on 15 wooded acres 
Fully Equipped Kitchens • Cable TV 
On-site Owners/Operators 


Freshly-made Cream & Butter Fudge in our gift shop 



HC 75, Box 38 Broken Bow, OK 
(58*) 494-6476 www.okresort.com 
whiperwil@pine-net.com 



SECLUDED LUXURY 
CABIN RENTALS 

ON OKLAHOMA'S GLOVER RIVER 


!_At I MyEJ. 


w In. TT. 








FIREPLACES 
CANOES 
ANTIQUE SHOP 
HOT TUBS WITH COVERED 


Located 25 miles north of Broken Bow 
6 miles west of Highway 259 
For Reservations & Information: 
580-241-5709 or online at www.crookcdrivcrcabins.com 































GITAWAYGUIDE 


"ft's a form of artwork/ 1 

— Freddy Harth, owner of OKC Rocks, on the facility's outdoor courses 


We Will Rock You 

AN OKLAHOMA CITY CLIMBING GYM TAKES ON NEW HEIGHTS. 




R ock climbing 

enthusiasts need 
ro get a grip on 
the new facilities at OKC 
Rocks, Oklahoma s only 
indoor climbing gym has 
added six new outdoor 
courses that scale 
the sides of the 
Bricktown grain 
elevators in 
downtown 
Oklahoma 
City. 


Local climber Steve Gil¬ 
liam designed the lifelike, 
challenging courses and used 
sandstone, limestone, granite, 
shale, and volcanic rock from 
across the United States. 

“In any one route, there 
are three or four different 
types of rock," says OKC 
Rocks owner Freddy Harth. 
"Ihe natural rock keeps 
climbers* hands tough/ he 
says, referring to the way 
natural stone helps climbers 
build calluses. 

The real rock outdoor 
courses are exclusive to 
OKC Rocks and were made 
lor experienced climbers. 
Amateurs should stick to 


learning the ropes in the 
newly remodeled belay 
certification classroom and 
the less challenging of the 
twenty-four indoor courses. 

No matter a climbers 
skill level, OKC Rocks of¬ 
fers a taste of the high life 
and a rockin’ good time, 

—Brooke Adcox 

OKC Hocks is located at 
200 Southeast Fourth, just 
south oj Bricktown. A guard- 
ian must accompany children 
under eighteen. Open Monday 
through Friday, 4 to 10 p. m,; 
Saturday, noon to 8p. m.; and 
Sunday, noon to 6 p/m. (405) 
319-1400; okaocks. com, 



> LOVE & MONEY 

All you need to bring 
to OKC Rocks is 
a partner and five 
bucks for certifica¬ 
tion. Give yourself at 
least two hours. 


> A MATTER OF TRUST 

Your partner will 
belay you, or secure 
your ropes, while 
you climb. For obvi¬ 
ous reasons, Freddy 
Harth recommends 
bringing someone 
you trust. 


r EQUIPPED FOR SUCCESS 

Climbing shoes, o 
harness, and a rope 
break are necessary 
climbing equipment 
at OKC Rocks. All is 
available to rent. 

► THE REAL THING 

The Wichita Moun¬ 
tains Wildlife Refuge 
is a popular climbing 
destination. Check 
out wichitamoun¬ 
tains, fws.gov for 
more information. 


► BRING SOME BACON 

At OKC Rocks, 
climbers sixteen and 
older pay $ 1 0 for 
admission; children 
pay $ 8. 
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Located on the Glover River in Battiest, OK • 25 





Privacy • Remote wilderness setting • Good hiking and fishing 
Rustic but modern cabins, all with decks overlooking river 

(580) 241-5599 
www.treetopviewcabins.com 

miles north of Broken Bow, Oklahoma—6 miles west of Highway 259 



Hidden Hills 
Cabin Rentals 


Variety of cabins from 
new honeymoon cabins 
to retreats for up to 
14 people 


Rtik'n'Jlidns takm 

daily 8 am- 10 pm 


580-286-9884 * www.hiddenhiliscabinsok.com 



Secluded Acres 


Cabins that sleep from 2 to 60 
Meeting Room seats 100 


Reunions * Retreats 
Corporate Leadership Retreats 
Paint Ball Course * Ropes 
Course * RV Park 
Groups welcome 

you rteam wins, com 

retreatpackages com 
sec lu dedacres .c om 
(817)909-9767 


Beavers Bend Marina 



On iSnoken Dow Lake 
Located on Stevens Gap Ko;id 
off Hwlj 2?9. north of broken Dow 

(sso) 4sM--c*■ www.tjeaversbendmarina.com 




BEAVERS BEND 


FoTk Fern 
& Craft 


Nov. 11,12 & 13 

Fri. & Sat. -9 am to 5 pm 
Sun. -10 am to 4 pm 

FREE Admission 
fcTurn of the 
Craft 

Folk Music 
Fall Foliage 
. Craft & Food 
Petting Zoo 


The Forest 
Heritage Center 


(580) 494-6497 


www.beaversbend.com 


For more information: 




































EVENTSGUIDE 

Statewide Activities and Events 


BARTLESVILLE 

Community Center 300 5E Adams, Sep! 16- 
18, Oklahoma Indian Slimmer. Sept 25, Akdar 
Shrine Circus. Oct 8, Bartlesville Symphony 
Orchestra Featuring Marvin Hamlisch. Oct 
1 Q r Hot Jazz & Sweet Melodies. Oc! 29, 
Broadway! The Star-Spangled Celebration. 

(918] 336-2787 

Price Tower Arts Center 5 10 Dewey. Sept 
1-25, Structures of Our Times; 31 Buildings 
Thai Changed Modern Life. Oct 14-31, Prairie 
Skyscraper: Frank Lloyd Wright's Price Tower. 
(918) 3364949 

Wool a roc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

12 Mrles SW of Bartlesville an S. H. 123. 

Sept 1 5, Oct 20, Storytime. Sept 24, 

Troll Ride. Oct 1, Cow Thieves & Outlaws 
Reunion. Oct 1-2, Fall Traders Encampment. 
(918) 336-0307 

Annual Tulsa Regional Fly-In Sept 1617, 
Barllesville Municipal Airport. (918) 622-8400 
The Pumpkin Patch Oct 1-29, 2700 Yarman 
(910| 335-6677 

CHICKASHA 

Grady County Fairgrounds Sept 2-5, Mid- 
South Rodeo Cowboys Association Finds. Ocl 
13-15, Antique Auto Club Swap Meet. [405] 
2244700 

Oklahoma State Fiddlers Show Sep! 1 1, 

Oct 9, Borden Community Center, (405) 224- 
3009 

EDMOND 

University of Central Oklahoma 1 00 N 

University, Sepi 10, Broadway Tonight: The 
Plotters, the Marvelettes, and the Coasters. 

Sep! 22-25, The Passion of Dracula. October 
6 9, The Panama Game. Oct 1415, The 
Choreography Concert Plus. Ocl 16, Valery 
Kuleshov in Concert. Oct 25, UCQ Wind 
Symphony: Bikers Rally for the Band, Oct 
28, Cantilena Women's Choir Concert. 

Oct 28, UCO Chorale Concerl: Poetry of 
Shakespeare, Dickinson & Hughes, Ocl 30, 
Broadway Tonight: Spirit of the Dance (405) 
974-3375 

Route 66 Classics in the Park Open Car 
Show Sept 24, Hofer Park. (405) 341 -3554 

ELK CITY 

PRCA Rodeo of Champions Sept 2 4, Beuiler 
Brothers Arena. (580) 225-0100 
Flying Aces Fly-In Sept 1 7, Model Airpark. 
(580) 225-2253 

Fall Festival Sept 17-18, Civic Center. (580) 
225-0207 

Western Oklahoma Historical Society 
Flea Market Sepi 30-Oci 2, Ackley Park 
(580) 225-3788 


Oklahoma State Fiddlers Jam Oct 27-29, 
Holiday Inn. (405) 685-1644 

ENID 

Chisholm Trail Expo Center 1 1 1 W Purdue 
Oct 7-9, Sooner State Kennel Club Dog Show. 
Oct 14 16, Garfield County Fair (580) 237- 
0238 

Cherokee Strip Celebration Sept 15-17, 
Downtown. (580) 237-2494 
Oktoberfest Oct 8, Mark Price Arena. (580) 
234-1052 

LAWTON 

Wichita Mountains National Wildlife 
Refuge I 1 Miles NW of Lawton on S.H. 49 
Sept 15, Longhorn Auction. Sept 30-Oct 1, 
Stars Over the Wichitas. (580) 429-3222 

Comanche Nation Fair Sept 23-25, 584 NW 
Bingo (580) 492-4988 
International Festival Sept 23-25, Library 
Plaza. (580) 581-3470 
Comanche Nation Annual Faith House 
Ocl 31, Comanche Nation Complex, (580) 
492-3752 

MUSKOGEE 

Five Civilized Tribes Museum Agency Hill on 
Honor Heights Drive. Sept 5-10, Celebrating 
Creek Traditions. Sept 19-24, Celebrating 
Cherokee Traditions. Oct 2-3 1, The Masters 
Art Show (918) 683-1701 
Haunted Castle Sept 30-Oct 1, 7-8, 14-15, 
21-22, 28-31, The Castle of Muskogee. [918] 
6B7-3625 

Fall Encampment Oc! 7-9, For! Gibson Historic 
Site. (918) 478-4088 

NORMAN 

Cleveland County Fairgrounds 615 E 

Robinson. Sept 8-10, Cleveland County Free 
Fair. Oct 1, Creative Craft Festival. Oct 29, 
Inter-Tribal Gourd Dance. (405) 360-4721 
Little River Zoo 3405 SE 1 20th. Sept 17, 

Junior Zookeepers Oklahoma Wildlife 
Program Ocl 10, Safari Scramble, Oct 22, 
Junior Zookeepers Spooky Animals (405) 
366-7229 

Norman Train Depot 200 S Jones Sepi 1-27, 
Pam Bradford Exhibit. Ocl 2-31, Frank Lewis 
Iselin Exhibit, (405) 307-9320 
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History 2401 Chautauqua. Sepi 
1-Gcf 9, Art & the Animal. Sept 1 -Oct 3 1, 
Burgess Shale: Evolution's Big Bong. (405) 
325-4712 

Downtown Art & Music Festival Sept 24, 
Downtown. (405) 307-9320 
Around the World at the Fred Oc! 9, Fred 
Jones jr. Museum of Arl. (405) 325-3369 


OKLAHOMA CITY 

Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. Sept 16, Peter 
Case. Sepi 17, Rachael Davis. Sep! 18, Ellis 
Paul CD Release Sept 23, Jimmy LaFave Sep! 
24, Richard Leigh Oct 1, Karen Abraham, 

Oct 2, Tribute to Woody Guthrie. Oc! 23, 
Cheryl Wheeler. Ocl 29, Tracy Grammer. 
(405) 524-0738 

Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Walker. 

Sept 2-25, Steel Magnolias. Sept 16-Oct 2, 
Tuesdays With Morrie. Sept 1 7, Beethoven's 
Fifth. Sept 27-Oct 2, Brlly Joel's Movin' Gu! 
Oct 15, Russian Glory. Ocl 21-31, Dracula, 
Ocl 22, Verdi Requiem Ocl 28-30, Drocula's 
Revenge. (405) 297-2264 
JRB Art at the Elms 2810 N Walker. Sepi 
23-Oct 29, Michi Susan. Ocl 21-31, Gallery 
Artists Group Show. (405) 528-6336 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum 1700 NE 63 rd. Sepi 24 Oct 
3 1, Traditional Cowboy Arts Association 
Exhibition 8c Sale Od 22-23, Rodeo 
Historical Society Awards & Hall of Fame 
Inductees, Ocl 22-31, Humor in ihe Wes! 

Od 22-31, Pendleton Photographer: Lee 
Moorhouse & the Real West. (405) 478- 
2250 

Oklahoma City Zoo & Botanical Garden 

2101 NE 50th. Sept 16, ZZ Top Od 2-16, 
Zoo Pumpkin Drive. Oct 26-31, Haunt the Zoo 
for Halloween. (405) 424-3344 


OETA PROGRAM NOTES 


SEPTEMBER 

26, 27: No Direction Home: Bob Dylan, 8 p,m. 

A fud-length biography directed by Martin Scorsese 

28, 29: Best of the Beatles, 7 p.m. 

The Fab Faun original drummer, Pete Best, talks 
about the formative years of the hand 

28: Get Up> Stand Up: The Story of Pop ami 
Protest* 8 p,m, 

A took at Woody Guthrie ami other popular artists 
who affected social cha nge 

29: The Sixties: The Years that Shaped a Genera¬ 
tion* 8 p.m. 

Vm documentary traces the important events of an em. 

OCTOBER 

3: QJ* Simpson: A Frontline Special Pres ml at ion* 
8 p.m. 

Ten years later, Frontline examines ihe societal 
impact of the Simpson trial 
11: Einstein’s Big Idea* 7 p.m. 

A dramatic retelling ofthe theory of relativity and 
the story of Albert Einstein 


PLANNER 


5 9 
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Omniplex 2100 NE 52 nd. Sept 1-Oct 20, 
Forces of Nature. Sepl 1 Oct 31 r Mystery oF 
the Nile. [405] 602-6664 
State Fair Park 333 Gordon Cooper. Sept 
15-25, Oklahoma State Fair. Oct 9-16, 

Grand Natl Morgan Horse Show. Oct 21-23, 
Mistletoe Market Arts & Crafts. Oct 23-30, 

U S. Team Roping Championships. Oct 28-30, 
An Affair of the Heart. (405) 948-6704 
Septemberfest Sept 10, Governors Mansion 

(405) 557-0198 

Oklahoma Bicycle Society Streak Sept 11, 
Bricktown. (405) 361-8302 
Fallen & Living Firefighters Memorial 
Golf Tournament Sept 15, Lincoln Pork. 
(405} 424-1452 

Tole Country: Time for Paint and Friends 

Sept 21 -24, Clarion Meridian Convention 
Center. (405) 691-1354 

Oklahoma Bicycle Society Fall Fling Sepl 
24-25, Kaw Lake. (405} 721-8317 
Head of the Oklahoma Centennial 

Regatta Oct 1-2, Oklahoma River & Regatta 
Park (405) 521-5300 

Greek Festival Oct 21-23, Saint George Greek 
Orthodox Church. (405) 751 1885 

Creepy Conservatory Oct 22, Myriad 
Botanical Gardens. (405} 297-3995 

PONCA CITY 

Country Harvest Craft & Antique Festival 

Sept 9-10, Hutchins Memorial Building. (580) 
7670427 


Fine Arts Festival Sept 17-18, Ponca City Arl 
Center, (580) 765-9746 

Standing Bear Powwow Sept 23-25, 
Standing Bear Park. (580) 762-1514 

Oktoberfest Oct 1-2, Mar land Mansion Estate 
(580) 767-0420 

TAHLEQUAH 

Cherokee Heritage Center 21 192 S Keeler 
Sept 1 -4, Trail of Tears Drama. Sept 2-4, 
Cherokee National Holiday [918) 456-6007 

labor Day Professional Bull Riding Sept 
2-3, Rodeo Arena (918) 456-6163 

Keetoowah Celebration Sept 30-Oct 2, 
Keetoowah Community Services Building. 
[918) 456-6533 

TULSA 

Expo Square 4145 E 21st, Sept 14, 
Oklahoma Reining Horse Show, Sepl 1-4, 
Tulsa Drillers vs, Wichita Wranglers. Sepl 3, 
10, 17, Ocl 22, Tulsa Ffea Market Sepl 3-5, 
Oct 15, Oklahoma Palomino Horse Show. 
Sept 9-11, Tulsa Antique Show. Sepl 9-11, 
Tulso House Beautiful Show Sepl 17-18, 
Ceramic & Doll Show ond Sale Sept 1718, 
Gun & Knife Show Sept 29-Oei 9, Tulsa State 
Fair. Oct 22-23, Wanenmacher's Tulsa Arms 
Show. Oct 28-30, Bead Renaissance Show. 
Oct 28-30, Free RV & Boat Show. Oct 29-30, 
Oklahoma POA Horse Show. Oct 29-3 1, All 
American Dog Show. [91 BJ 744-11 13 


Philbrook Museum of Art 2727 S Rockford 
Oct 1-2, A Lasting Legacy Oct 1*16, LANDed: 
Innovative Garden Structures. Oct 1 -30, 

James McNeifl Whrstfer. Oct 9-3 !, American 
Impressions. [918] 749-7941 

Tulso Garden Center 2435 S Peorio, Sept 
3, Day Lily Sale, Sepl 10, Iris Sale Ocl 1 1 
African Violet Show & Sale. Ocl 1 -2, Bonsai 
Workshop. Oct 8-9, Orchid Show & Safe, Oct 
15-16, Cacti Shaw & Sale. Oct 29-30, Bonsai 
Show & Sale, Ocl 31, ArBOOretum [918] 
746 5125 

Tulsa Performing Arts Center M0E 2nd. 
Sept 9-10, Cathie Ryan, Sept 16-18, La 
Sylphide. Sepl 20-25, Billy Joel's Movin' Qul. 
Sept 26, Ireland: Celtic Myths & Legends 
Oct 78, Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Hoas Oct 
8, Scattish Strings Workshop With Alasdair 
Fraser. Ocl 8, 14, 16, Faust. Oct 9, Tommy 
Emmanuel Oct 11, Morten Gunner Larsen 
& Donald Ryan Oct 21, Dr. Walter E. 
Williams. Oct 21-23, 26-29, The Rocky Horror 
Show. Ocl 22, An Evening With Yevgeny 
Yevtushenko. Ocl 28-30, World Rhythms. Oct 
30, Peabody Piano Trio, Ocl 31, Sailing Down 
to Rio on the Queen Mary 2, (91 8) 596-7122 

Oktoberfest Oct 20-23, River West Festival 
Park [918) 744-9700 

Metamorphoses: The Power of Change 

Oct 22, University of Tulsa Allen Chapman 
Activity Center. (91 8) 631-3080 

2005 Sister Cities Summit: Connecting 
Cultures Ocl 22-29, Citywide. (91 8| 591 
4750 


A Non-Profit, 



Ecumenical 
Retreat 
Center 
Welcoming 

aii ROL Box 158 - Des Moines, NM 88418 

lu (505)278-3002 

www. ma ndalacen ter. org 

The hhmduki Center is a quiet, peaceful place for rest, reflection and renewal. The center 
offers great food, beautiful accommodations and stunning views of the high plains and 
volcanic peaks of northeastern New Mexico. Upcoming programs include: 

Caring for Our Elders, Naturally* Friday - Sunday, October 7-9* Learn lo 
use natural therapies, such as simple body work, herbal remedies, essential oils, 
and gemmotherapy, to address common health complaints associated w \th aging. 
And leam to prepare simple, nutritious meals for those with compromised diges¬ 
tion and chewing problems. Workshop leader. Dr. Pamela Taylor, is a naturo¬ 
path ie physician in private practice who writes and lectures on natural health 
care. Feci $300, includes workbook. 

A Taize Ministry Weekend. Friday - Sunday, November 4-6* Taize style 
worship is deeply contemplative and includes scripture reading* silence, brief 
prayers and meditative singing. Learn to plan and lead Taize style worship and 
experience an abundance of Taize style music and prayer. Pastor, church musi¬ 
cian and retreat leader. The Rev* Brad Rerglund. facilitates an association of 
churches worshipping in the style of Taize. fee; $275* 

Thanksgiving at The M and a la Center, TKiursday-Sunday, November 24-27* 

Cal! or visit our website for more information about this family event* 

Fees include tuition, double occupancy room and meals. 



Marketplace for Arts, 
Crafts, Antiques, 
Collectibles & Gifts 

Be charmed into a world of heirlooms 
- past and future. More than 750 gifted 
artisians gather to showcase a myriad 
of quality art and handcrafted items. 
Precious antiques from the quaint to 
the curious will surprise and delight 

October 28, 29, 30, 2005 

Frt* & Sat. 9f?m to 6pm / Sun* LI aim to 6pm 
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds 
(NW 101ft at M ay Av*M 

For more Information call 

( 800 ) 755-5488 or ( 405 ) 632-2652 

www.aaoth.com 
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Southwestern Sunset 


OUT & ABOUT 

ALTU5 Red River Cultural Fest, Sept 1 7, 
Community Center. (580] 482-0210 
ANADARKO Caddo County Free Fair, Sept 
3-3, Caddo County Fairgrounds. (405) 247- 
3376 

ANTLERS Deer Festival & Outdoor Show, Sept 
30-Oct 1, Fairgrounds. (580] 326-4186 
APACHE Fort Sill Apache Annual Celebration, 
Sept 16-17, 2 Miles North of Apache. (580) 
58 8-2298 

APACHE Festival of the West, Sept 30-Oct 2, 
Fairgrounds, (580] 588-2093 
BtG CABIN Grape Escapades, Sept 10, Oct 
15, Cabin Creek Vineyard & Winery. (91 8] 
783-521 B 

BILLINGS Wheat Country Festival, Sept 24, 
Community Building, (580] 725-3258 
BRAGGS Greenleaf State Park, 3 Miles South of 
Braggs on S.H. 10. Sept 10, Fishing Clinic, 
Oct 29, Haunted Forest, [91 8) 487-71 25 
BRISTOW Nuyaka Creek Winery Fall Wine 
Festival, Sept 17, Nuyaka Creek Winery. 

[918] 756-8485 

BROKEN ARROW Hank Williams: Lost Highway, 
Sept 2-3, 8-11, Broken Arrow Community 
Playhouse. (918) 258-0077 
CARNEGIE Tri-County Free Fair, Sept 22-24, City 
Park, [580] 654-1035 

CHECOTAH Downtown. Sept 10, OkraFest & 
Open Car Show, [91 8] 47341 78. Oct 31, 
Hafloweenfest. (918] 473-2070 
CHEYENNE Pioneer Day, Sept 10 r City Park. 
(580) 497-3318 

CLARE MORE Bluegrass & Chili Festival, Sept 
8-10, Expo Center [918] 341-2818 
CLARITA Amish Auction, Crafts & Antique Show, 
Sept 10, Ben Troyer Form, (580) 428-3458 
CLINTON Custer County Free Fair, Sept 8-10, 
Fairgrounds. (580] 323-2291 
CORDELL Pumpkin Festival, Oct 8, Downtown 
Square. (580] 832-3538 
CRESCENT Fall Fest, Oct 1, Frontier Country 
Historical Museum. [405] 969-3660 
CUSHING Festival in the Park, Ocl 8, Memorial 
Park. (918) 225-7525 
DAVENPORT Community Fair & Labor Day 
Celebration, Sept 3-5, 2nd & Santo Fe (918) 
377-2241 

DAVENPORT Route 66 Open Car Shaw, Sept 
24, North Park Area. (91 8] 377-2355 
DAVIS Turner Falls Arts & Crafts Show, Oct 1-2, 
Turner Falls Park. [580] 369-2402 
DUNCAN Fall Bluegrass Festival, Sept 22-25, 
Shady Oaks RV Park (580] 255-7042 
DUNCAN Lawton Dog Fanciers AKC Dog Show, 
Oct 28-30, Stephens County Fair & Expo 
Center. (580) 255-0510 
DURANT Downtown. Sep! 1 7, Main Street 
Carnival. Oct 31, Trick or Treat. (580) 924- 
1550 

EL RENO Tombstone Tales, Sept 24, Fort Reno, 
(405] 262-3987 

ERICK Roger Miller Festival, Oct 22, Downtown. 
[580] 526-3833 

EUFAULA Tour de Trees, Od 22-23, 

Fountainhead Lodge. (405) 721-8317 
FAIRVIEW Gloss Mountain Car Show & Cruise, 
Sept 3, Downtown. (580) 227-3059 
FAIRVIEW Old-Time Threshing Bee, Sept 22-24, 
Ma[or County Historical Society Complex. 
(580) 227-2265 

FREDERICK Tillman County Free Fair, Sept 8-10, 
Fair Barn. (580) 335-2515 


We hod no choice bul lo slop 
in mid-conversation, mid-fhoughl, 
and pull over on the on-ramp's 
shoulder lo let it soak in. Nature's 
golden brown landscapes, baked 
orange horizons, and apple red 
skies have a way of interrupting 
trivialities and imperatives 
to announce themselves again, 
knowing how we forget and ignore. 
Words seem empty, then, unable 
to express the haunting inside, that 
glint of awareness. We somehow 
sense that this particular sunset, 
with its brazen blues, pale purples, 
and home-cooked pumpkins, was 
here, bul will never come again. 

—Jim Chastain 


Jim Chastain is a lawyer , film critic , 
writer , and poet who lives in Norman , 


FREDERICK Arts N Action, Sept 24, Courthouse 
& Pioneer Townsite Center. (580] 335-2126 
GENE AUTRY Oklahoma Film & Music Festival, 
Sept 29-Oct 2, Gene Autry Oklahoma 
Museum. (580] 294-3047 
GORE Fin and Feather Fall Festival, Sept 23-25, 
Fin and Feather Resort. (918) 487 5148 
GRAGEMONT Centennial Celebration, Oct 1, 
Main Street & U S. 281. (405] 966-2762 
GROVE Pelican Festival, Sept 23-25, Grove Civic 
Center. (918) 786-2289 
GROVE Harvest Moon Cruise Night, Sept 25, 
Community Center. (91 8) 786-9079 
GUTHRIE Apples & Quilts Festival, Sept 13-17, 
Downtown. (405) 282-1947 
GUTHRIE Oklahoma Int i Bluegrass Festival, Sept 
29-Oct 1, Cottonwood flats. (405) 2824446 
HASKELL Green Country Wine Festival, Sept 24, 
Stone Bluff Cellars Winery. (91 8} 482-5655 
HOBART Kiowa County Free Fair, Sept 7-10, 
Fairgrounds, (580) 726-5643 
HODGEN Thunder Run Motorcycle Tour, Sept 24, 
Talking Trees Campground. (918) 653-2187 
JENKS Art on Main, Oct 8, Downtown. [91 8] 
299-5005 


K ETC HUM Hook-n-Cook-off, Sept 24, Pelican 
Landing. (918) 782-3214 
Me A LESTER Oklahoma Prison Outlaw Rodeo, 

Sept 2-3, Oklahoma State Penitentiary. (918) 
423-2550 

MIDWEST CITY Global Oklahoma: A Festival 
of Cultures, Oct 8, Rose State College. (405) 
736-0382 

MUSTANG Western Days, Sept 9- TO, Rotary 
Pork. (405) 376-2758 

OKMULGEE Septemberfest, Sept 16-17, Dripping 
Springs State Park. (918) 756-5971 
PAW HU SKA Biker Days in the Great Osage, Sept 
16-18, 1 Mile South of U S. 60 & S.H. 99 
(918) 287-3249 

PRAGUE Harvest Festival, Oct 1, Downtown 
(405) 567-3932 

PRYOR DAM J A M. Crrterium Classic & Tour, 

Sept 9-10, Whitaker Park. (918] 825-0157 
SAYRE Dyson Family Bluegrass Festival, Qd 6-8, 
S.H. 152 West. [580] 928-5909 
5HATTUCK Heritage Fest, Sept 10, Downtown. 
(580) 938-2818 

SHAWNEE Shawnee Sister Cities Kite Festival, 
Sept 17, Gordon Cooper Technical Center. 

[405] 878-0375 

SHAWNEE Sacred Heart Bike Tour, Sept 24, St 
Gregory's Mobee-Gerrer Aerobic Center. (405) 
878-5291 

SPENCER Pet Memorial Day, Sept 11, 5510 N 
Spencer, (405) 771-5510 
SPIRO Autumnal Equinox Walks, Sept 22 23, 
Spiro Mounds Archaeological Center. (918) 
962-2062 

STIGLER Fall Festival, Ocl 21 22, Downtown. 

(918) 967 8681 

STILLWATER Orange Peel, Sep! 16, Boone 
Pickens Stadium. (405] 744-8393 
STILLWATER OSU Homecoming 2005, Oct 21- 
29, Citywide. (405) 744-5368 
SULPHUR Main Street Madness, Od 22, Historic 
Downtown. [580] 622-6246 
TECUMSEH Frontier Days, Sept 11-17, Downtown 
|405] 598-8666 

TUSKAHOMA Choctaw Nation Annual Labor Day 
Festival, Sept 2-5, Cilywide. (580) 924-8280 
WARNER Warner Cow Chip Day, Sept 1 7, 

Rogers Memorial Park. (918) 463-2696 
WATONGA Watonga Cheese Festival, Oct 7-8, 
Downtown & Fairgrounds. (580) 623-5452 
WAYNOKA Wild Game Feed, Oct 8, Downtown 
(580] 824-4741 

WE WOK A Sorghum Festival, Oct 22, Downtown 
(405) 257-5485 

WJLBURTON Robbers Cove Fall Festival, Ocl 
21-23, Robbers Cave Resort Park. (918) 465- 
3400 

WOODWARD Foll-A-Days, Oct 21-23, 
Fairgrounds. (580] 256-4101 
YUKON Oklahoma Czech Festival, Oct 1, Czech 
Building. (405) 206 8142 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or travelok.com for more listings, 

Dates and times are subject to change, please confirm before attending any event. The Events Guide 
is a free service published on a space-available basis. To be considered, please mail a notice of 
the event that includes date, place, address, and both a contact telephone number and a phone 
number thot can be published. Notices must arrive at Oklahoma Today three calendar months prior to 
publication [i.e. January/February 2006 events must arrive by October I ). Events Guide, Oklahoma 
Today, 120 North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 73102 Fax: [405) 230-8650, Email: 
eventsguide@oklahomatoday.com. We cannot fake listings over the telephone 

ANSWERS T(> OKT KIDS. PAC \l. S3 ■ 1. True. 2. False—OHLAP soys fifth grade 3 False—OHLAP has awarded 
$40 9 million in scholarships 4 True. 5 False—Oklahoma has more than thirtyTive colleges and universities 
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6r.©ke.u Bow Lake. Cabiu^ 


•pQjvArt 

CC: 

jutr CBopve.4 
*R»UV r*£.i 


(5S0) 2&S “4471 * BROK£v4&OWlAKE.Ca&IU^,COM 



888-733-7829 * WWW.P1NJEMEAD0WCABIMS.COM 


PINE 

MEADOW 

CABINS 


NEAR BROKEN BOW LAKE AND MOUNTAIN FORK RIVER 
FIREPLACE ■ INDOOR NOT TUB • FULL^-EQUIPPED KITCHEN 


Museum L 
Red River 



Celebrating the artistic 
heritage ot Mauve Americans 



Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.rru-5 p.m 
Sunday J1 a.m.-4 p.m. 


1 Iwy 70 t South Bypass at 
HWY 259 in Idabd, OK 


(580) 286-3616 

wTvw.museumoftKeretiriver.org 



HEARXP 1 NE 

HOLLOW 

CABINS 
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m 

1 
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Within minutes ol Broken Bow Lake, Beavers Bend Resort Parkland Cedar Creek Golf Course. 


When ymi stay at Heart pint- Ho!k>vv Retreats, you will find mort than ius-E lodging. 
V\fe go that extra step to make \our stay more memorable by adding a personal 
touch to our ta bins. We strive to make our cabins your home away from home. 


(580) 241 -78% or (58IB 286-0853 (Please no ca lk alter 9 p.m J 

LlliLL'ifi phir-neta urn * w v. vvAoLJt lit'a>toL\Lh]iis.t mu 




T©michi Cabins 


Located near Broken Bov Lake 
and Beavers Bend Resort Park 


2-Story Log and Cedar Cabins 

Queen Beds * Stone Fireplace • large Deck * Grill * Full Kitchen 
TV/VCR/Cable • Cabins have either a Jacuzzi or Hot Tub 

Rotes; Si 55/day for up to 4 people Additional guests: S 15/dav per adult 
Discounts for longer stays, 

580-584-7575 • oshf©rd®pine-net.c©m 
www.t©michictibins.c©m 


Tfe Charles Wesley 
Motor Lodge 
& 1 Restaurant 


50 Rooms * Cable TV • Pool 
HBO * Direct-Dial Phones 


www.charleswesleymotorlodge.com 
302 N. Park Drive ■ Broken Row, OK ■ (580) 584-3303 
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PONDEROSA CABINS 

Nestled among the pines of southeastern 
Oklahoma overlooking Silver Creek 


An Outdoor Dream Come True! 

4-Wheeler & ATV Tours • Trail Riding 
Pishing &. 1 luming * Guided Wild Hog Hunts 
Guided Turkey Hunts (Spring & Pall) 
Canoeing * Kayaking * Hiking / Climbing 
Bird mg * Golfing 

Cabins Are Equipped For 
Comfort And Privacy And Have: 
Full hath * Double futon in the living room 
Linens provided * AC/heat 
TV/VCR * FuJI y -equipped kitchen 
Front porch BBQ grill * Nearby campfire ring 

Country Store • Parts House 
Feed & Flower Shop 


fust North of Broken Bow in Pickens 
Call for reservations: (580) 241-5555 or 5453 


F 

mm 

Hochatown Junction Resorts 
Private Cabin Rental 


* Beautiful cabins nestled in the woods 

* Fully equipped, fireplaces* decks* 
Jacuzzis, & hot tubs 

• Near 18-hole golf course 

• Blue Ribbon trout year-round 


On Hwl| 259. 6 miles north of Broken Bow, OK 
www.beaversbehdcubins.com 
1*800*550.6521 • 1.580*494.6521 



Old-fashioned hospitality 
New-fashioned cenvenieutes 


A great place for special occasions such as 
■ Anniversaries 
* Honeymoons 
* Birthdays 

or Just a place to relax and de-stress. 


Route 5* Box 5, Broken Bow, OK 7A72B 
580-584-3155*1 -868-8 1 7-0108 • www.reubensrtst.com 



THREE RIVERS FLY SHOP 


We cover your fisliinp needs with a larpe selerUon of: 

I ly rods • Reels • I lies * I ly tyinp material 
Boms * Waders * Accessories 

I mm names you know: 

Simms ■ III. Winston - lempieforh - Itodpman 
I clio * Galvan ■ Gkuma * llio * (onfamf 


Ur offer fly-1 ~mi\p Instructional Guldlnp.riy-I ishrnp U I momology Classes. 

iLK-srtov'lliLirsiC-Vh imsm -sunn * fnu-iv .mu S-nurday T,im i-ypn * CKHecI 
Sunday Tam-noon ICall during the momlis it Dwtmhff Uiuupto I rtmury 

h miles norm of Itrnktu Row on (toy, m Jin 3<n*s (he ciurmKeio Reavers Hnid IUmiti ivuk 

>8D’4 c H’hih irivers^plne-neLcom \vw.mrect iversllystiopx om 

















RED DIRT CUISINE & PATRIOTIC PRIDE AT BRICKTOWN'S NEWEST ATTRACTION 


HETWANGY FOLK BEAT AND BLUES RHYTHM OF 
honky-tonk Roods Oklahoma Citys Bricktown canal, 
and the aroma of chicken-fried steak and okra drifts 
through the air. A line of people fifty-deep are already 
crowded outside Toby Keith’s I Love This Bar and Grill located 
between the Bricktown Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World and Harkins 
Bricktown Cinemas 16* 

Inside, the restaurant bursts with a fusion of red dirt roots, pop 
Americana, and patriotic pride. Playful touches like “red¬ 
neck love seats” allow patrons to pretend they’re tailgating 
as they wait for a table. 

“For Toby Keith to do something in the hearr of 
Bricktown—not that far from where he grew up—is a big 
deal for him* 1 ’ says Ross Crain, proprietor and a partner 
with the Hal Smith Restaurant Group, which owns the 
Bricktown hotspot in partnership with Keith, 

Welcome to 12,000 square feet of roadhouse chic—with 
a rustic feel and family-friendly style, 

“We’re a family restaurant first,” says Grain, who points to 
reasonable prices and big portions on the menu. “We want folks 
to enjoy some good old-fashioned Oklahoma cooking.” 

Keiths gold and platinum records line the walls, and nine original 
murals cower over the crowds, James Dean covers one large panel. 

Since Toby Keith's I Love This Bar and Grill opened on June 
22, patrons have waited as long as three hours for a table. 


slouching under the brim of a cowboy hat in a famous scene from 
the movie Giant. In another mural, Keith hoists his stars-and-stripes 
acoustic guitar. 1 he lazy yellow sunset of the Eagles’ Hotel California 
fills yet another walk 

The restaurant also appeals to a national cause. The menu offers 
a one-time-only American Soldier Special—a free cheeseburger, 
fries, and soft drink for aoy veteran or soldier with a military ID. 
American pride extends to a private area upstairs, where Keith’s 
military and post-9/11 keepsakes (including a New York firefighter 
helmet) hold an honored place in long glass cabinets. 

Most of all, its the restaurant's music that inspires the country 
music star and Moore native, and his Oklahoma city venue is already 
booking bands on tour, 

“If you’re sitting around listening” Keith said on CMT.com, “I 
want you to be able to hear the Doors, and then l want you to hear 
the Rolling Stones, and 1 want you to hear Waylon and David Allan 
Coe, Willie and Merle, the Eagles, Bob Seger, Stevie Ray Vaughan. 
Tin doing this because this is my kind of music.” 

—Damon Gardenhire 

Wednesday through Saturday at 10 p.m., Toby Keiths / Love This 
Bar and Grill releases its roadhouse spirit with live bands that play 
for an over-twenty-one crowd. The restaurant has a location in Las 
Vegas and others planned for Kansas City; Shreveport. Louisiana; and 
Council Bluff , Iowa , Open daily at 3 p.m. 310 Johnny Bench Drive 
in Oklahoma City. (405) 231-0254; ilovethisbamndgrillokc.com. 




64 


OKLAHOMATODAV ■ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2005 


WAIT BliLINGS/THE OKLAHOMAN 













DISCOVER. 



-N 

A NEW COURSE. 

S,_> 


I N T E G R I S 


Oklahoma 

Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. 



Hosted by Jenifer Reynolds 

with Ron Stahl ft Becky Blankenship 

Tulsa’s KOTV-6 • Oklahoma City's KWTV-9 • Lawton’s KSWO-7 


Check local listings for show times on cable outlets in OKC, Tulsa, McAlester, 
Muskogee, Lawton, Stillwater. Edmond, Norman, Woodward, and Ponca City. 

www.TravelOK.com 













All aboard the Heartland Flyer for spooky fan as the Flyer 
will provide ghost storieseerie music and treats during the 
Flyer’s round-trip run from Oklahoma City to Fort Worth. 
Come dressed in your best Halloween costume for the Flyer’s 
Costume Contest. Winner of the contest will receive 
round-trip tickets on Oklahoma’s Heartland Flyer. 


Saturday, October 29 


For Reservations visit the 
Heartland Flyer web site 
or call 1 - 800 -USA RAIL 
www.heartlandflyer.com 


































